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The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched
land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like
a spring whose waters never fuil.

Isaiah 58:11
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His Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius Aphrem-Il

Patriarch of Antioch and All the East and Supreme Head of the
Universal Syriac Orthodox Church
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His Beatitude Aboon Mor. Baselios Thomas|
Catholicos of the East.




JACOBITE SYRIAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(Under the Holy Apostolic See of Antioch & all the East)

JOSEPH MOR GREGORIOS
METROPOLITAN TRUSTEE

Mo, CG 25/2023
11 November 2023

Blessings to the Vicar, Office bearers , Managing Committee members and all the
faithful of our St. Peters Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church Auckland,
MNew Zealand,

Dearly beloved,

We are pleased to receive the request for a message to be added in the souvenir
to be published in connection with the consecration of the church and 20"
anniversary of St. Peter’s Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church Auckland, the first
Malankara Syrian orthodox church in new Zealand. It is a matter of great joy
and one more reminder to thank God unceasingly to know that your efforts during
the past twenty years have yielded fruits through the completion and consecration
of the new church building, the first one of our Church in New Zealand. It is a
real solace that we have our own church in a country where several of our faithful
are migrating in search of better prospects in study and work. May I use this
opportunity on behalf of the church in India to congratulate and acknowledge all
those who contributed in various ways from the very beginning since 2003 till

today.

Let me also exhort you all that the new church is a new commitment in our
spiritual pilgrimage. We have the additional responsibility in that country to be
witness to our unique understanding of Triune God and the divinizing love of God
revealed through Christ as confessed by our patron St. Peter the head of the
Apostles

We congratulate all of you especially V. Rev. Dr. Joseph Maramkandam
Corepiscopa who work hard for the growth of the parish and wish all success to
the souvenir that you bring forth in this connection.

May the Grace of God be with you through the intercession of St. Mary the
Mother of God and all the Saints . Amen

e il
Joseph Gmﬁﬁrﬁfjlil&n

Pariarchal Centre, Puthencruz, Emakulam, Kerala - 682 308, South India Ph : 2732804, 7306700600 E-mail - jscmetropolitantustee@gmal.com
Bishop's House, Kyomtha Seminary, Thiruvambutam, Kerala 682 305 Ph : 8847037644, Email : kyomthaseminary@gmail.com, hasijesephg@gmail.com



His Eminence

Joseph Mor Gregorios

Metropolitan Trustee



Metropolitan Athanasios Geevargis Mar Ignatius Dayara, Manjinikkara
Mathoor P. O., Pathanamthitta District

Patriarchal Vicar of the Malankara Syrian Orthodox Kerala — 689 647 INDIA

Churches and Cangregations in Australia,

New Zealand, Singapore & Malaysia

E-mail: geevargiseraly@yahoo.com Maobile Phone: +#91 945856 77555

BY THE GRACE OF GOD

No.ANS 199/2023 MNovember 16,2023
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Blessings in our Lord Jesus Christ to our belov SpirtEaal children: Very Rev. Corepiscopo Dr. Joseph

Maramkandam, the Vicar, the Office-bearers and all other faithful of our 5t. Peter’s Jacobite Syrian
Orthodox Church in Auckland, New Zealand.

We understand that you are bringing out a Souvenir in connection with the consecration of
your newly built church. At first you did not have a church of your own. Now God has blessed you
with a church of your own. From humble beginnings you have now grown into a full-fledged parish.
Even in this country, away from your homeland, you have kept your faith in our Lord and God Jesus
Christ, upholding the apostolic teachings and sacred traditions of our Holy Universal Syriac Orthodox
Church and remained loyal to the Holy Apostolic See of Antioch & All the East. This is laudable and a
model to all other faithful. On this occasion, we congratulate you for building a church of your own
and for all your achievernents as a model parish. And we entreat you all to continue to be thankful to
God for all His blessings upon you and to rededicate yourselves to Him with evermore devation. We
wish the Souvenir you are bringing out in connection with the consecration of your church all
success. May God bless you all,

Metropolitan Athanasios Geevargis



His Eminence

Mor Athanasios Geevargis

Patriarchal Vicar of Malankara Syrian Orthodox Churches
in Australia, New Zealand, Singapore and Malaysia



Very Rev.Dr

i Joseph Zachariah
Maramkandam

ear all,
Prayerful greetings in the name of
triune God.

May I humbly thank God for being privileged
to be associated with and instrumental in
establishing the St. Peter’s Jacobite Syrian
Orthodox Church in Auckland. After 20
years of its humble beginning with a dozen
families, it has grown into an assembly of
more than 170 families. The unnoticed tiny
movement centred around some families
has docked itself in an address of its own
and is called a church of its own. It has to be
specially acknowledged that His Holiness
Ignatius Aphrem II Patriarch, the supreme
Head of the Syrian Orthodox Church gra-
ciously visited this place even before the
construction and blessed the foundation
stone.

As the Church was consecrated, it got
amalgamated with the Universal Church
to share the faith and blessings as well
as shouldering the mission of witnessing
Christ. The mission of witnessing is the
primary responsibility and challenge of all
churches. It is where several of them have
failed too. Failure to keep up the dynamism
in realising the primary responsibility has
transformed the churches into stagnant
institutions. Instead of being the salt of
the earth, churches have become rubbish
collection centres in and from the society.
Instead of transmitting the love of God,

churches themselves have become centres
of hate and rivalry. Instead of being the
refuge for the powerless, churches have
reduced themselves to power brokers both
secular and in the guise of the spiritual.

As a person who happened to be part of the
struggle several people had undergone to
make this building stand up and furnish it,
may I express the wish that, may this be a
place any one can worship and experience
the presence of God. Let this be a place
from where the love of God is transmitted
through our words and actions. Even a
peaceful living together and worshipping
together could be the first and foremost
mode of witness because I believe as several
of the Orthodox fathers that oneness with
God is realised through standing before God
together with your brothers and sisters and
even after reconciled with your enemies.
May this church be a place of reconciliation
so that we all can experience the wholeness
of the body of Christ here itself.

May I congratulate and thank all those who
toiled to establish this church. May God
guide and support the endeavours of this
parish in witnessing Christ and his cross
powered by Holy Spirit. May this be a place
of reconciliation, well-being and wholeness
of individuals, families and communities.

May God bless all.



Rev.Fr

Robin Daniel

Mulanjanamattathil

‘ ‘ Commit your work to the LORD, and your
plans will be established” - Proverbs 16:3
Greetings in the name of the Lord God!!!

On this special occasion, I reflect upon the

journey that began on March the 6th, 2011, a

Sunday that marked my first day at St. Peter’s

Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church in Auck-

land. It was a day of profound significance as

His Beatitude Baselios Thomas I, the Cathol-

icos of the East, celebrated the Holy Mass at

our Church. The presence of His Eminence

Mor Iraniose Paulose Metropolitan, the Pa-

triarchal Vicar of New Zealand, and Rev. Fr

Joseph Zachariah Maramkandam, the Vicar

of St. Peter’s Church, further enriched this

momentous day.

Back then, our community was small but vi-

brant, with activities such as Sunday School,

Vanitha Samajam, the Church Choir, and

the iconic Ecumenical Carol Night. Initially

appointed as an acting Vicar and later as the

Vicar, I witnessed the remarkable growth of

our Church, both spiritually and materially.

With the unwavering dedication and support

of our beloved Parish members, we organized

retreats, spiritual programs, fundraising
events, and participated in Ecumenical initia-
tives. We actively participated in the programs
of other sister churches in Auckland. I am also
proud of the fact that our church participated
in multicultural and multi-denominational
church programs. We extended our hands of
help to communities in New Zealand and In-
dia, affiliated the Sunday school with MJSSA,
and organized Balasamajam for Sunday
school children and Syriac song competitions

for the Church youth.

Our journey is enriched with vibrant memo-
ries of fund-raising activities for the Church,
memorial celebrations for our departed
Saints, Parish Day programs and family pic-
nics. Notably, St. Peter’s Jacobite Church also
united in a Holy Service with the Iraqi Syrian
community. As we experienced spiritual
growth, we deepened our bonds, evolving
into one family in the Triune God. In the face
of the pandemic’s challenges, we were tested,
but through God’s Grace, we persevered by
continuing our spiritual services virtually.
The solace provided by weekly online meet-
ings became a source of relief during those
difficult times.

By the Grace of God, we were able to sell the
first property we acquired and purchase the
current Church property. One of the signif-
icant milestones in our Church’s journey
occurred when the supreme head of the Holy
Church, His Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius
Aphrem II, the Patriarch of Antioch and All
the East and Supreme Head of the Universal
Syriac Orthodox Church graced the property
with His presence alongside H.E. Mor Mala-
tius Malki Metropolitan in 2017. During this
momentous visit, His Holiness reverently
venerated the Holy Cross. Although it took
us a few years, we managed to raise funds
amidst significant challenges and overcame
hardships to complete the construction of this
magnificent Church. Praise be to God!

I express heartfelt gratitude for the invalua-
ble presence and timely guidance received
from both former and current Patriarchal



Vicars. Special acknowledgements go to H.E.
Mor Athanasios Geevarghese Metropolitan
who blessed the foundation stone, former
Patriarchal Vicars H.E. Mor Iranius Paulose
Metropolitan and H.E. Mor Melethios Yu-
hanon Metropolitan. I acknowledge H.E. Mor
Ivaniose Mathews Metropolitan, the Bishop
of Kandanad Diocese, and H.E. Mor Anthee-
mos Mathews Metropolitan, the Bishop of
Muvattupuzha region for their visits to The St
Peters Jacobite Church.

As a priest of the Syrian Orthodox Church,
serving St. Peter’s Jacobite Syrian Orthodox
Christian Church, Auckland has been a bless-
ing. I am humbled and thankful to God for
choosing and using me to build and grow His
parish in Auckland. I consider it the greatest
blessing from God that I was able to carry
out a temporary consecration of the Church
premises before I departed New Zealand. My
heartfelt appreciation goes to the Managing
Committee members, Building Convenors,
Building Committee members, Project Man-
ager, Church Choir, Vanitha Samajam, Youth

groups, Sunday School teachers, Sunday
School children, Ecumenical coordinators,
all my beloved Parish members and most
of all my family who stood with me, hand in
hand, to realize the dream of our own Church
building in Auckland.

I also remember with gratitude the Rev.
Priests, the Rev. Deacons, Sextons, and
well-wishers who generously contributed
to the growth of our Church through their
Prayers, time, talent, and wealth. It brings
me joy to know that our church continues to
thrive under the guidance of Rev Dr. Fr. Jo-
seph Zachariah Cor Episcopa and the beloved
Parishioners. In this magazine (Souvenir)
publication, I extend my appreciation to all
who have been part of this noble project,
along with wishes and prayers for continued
success. May God guide you to carry the true
spirit of Christianity.

With lots of love!!!
Robin Achen
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A “House Church’ Scattered
Memories and Thoughts

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free, neither male nor female” (Galatians 8:28) in that

Church. Keeping the basics of the Kingdom in mind, the ‘home churches’ evolved into the ‘Churches’ of

our kind. It demands the quality of fairness and equality of ‘house churches, regardless of how large or

tiny they are.

REV. DR. JACOB
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hen I read about the
‘house churches’ in the
New Testament (Acts

2:46), I am reminded of the nature
and humble growth of St. Peter Syr-
ian Orthodox Church in Auckland.
‘House church’ is where people
bring their joy, sorrow, and all their
resources to honour and worship
the Triune God, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. ‘House church,
then, depicts God’s Kingdom on
Earth since Jesus Christ, one of
the Holy Trinity, inaugurated it and
made us participants in it. This most
likely echoes Jesus’ prayer, “Your
Kingdom come on earth as it is in
Heaven.”

The Bible reveals that the miniature
of that Kingdom can be seen in the
‘House Churches, a mystical body
(John 15:5-8) where Christ is the
Head and the faithful are the body
who are called to experience equity
and equality (Ephesians 4:4-13). As

St. Paul correctly states, “There is
neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave
nor free, neither male nor female”
(Galatians 3:28) in that Church.
Keeping the basics of the Kingdom
in mind, the ‘home churches’
evolved into the ‘Churches’ of
our kind. It demands the quality
of fairness and equality of ‘house
churches, regardless of how large
or tiny they are.

We appear to become a part of
today’s Church with two key obliga-
tions. First, we honour and worship
God, who is revealed in Christ and
mediates between us and God the
Father, allowing us to continue in
our mission through the power of
the Holy Spirit. To put it another
way, the Church’s primary task is to
believe in and honour the glory of
the Triune God, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. For members
of this faith, the Church symbolises
God’s Kingdom on earth or the body

ST.PETER’S JACOBITE SYRIAN
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
AUCKLAND



of Christ, regardless of their caste, class,
gender, colour, or creed.

Second, to live in accordance with the
‘meaning’ of being God’s children. St.
Paul describes it perfectly in his letter
to the Romans, chapter 12, verses 1 and
2: “Therefore, brothers and sisters, in
view of God’s mercy, I urge you to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship.” Do not follow
the pattern of this world, but rather be
transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve God’s will, which is good,
acceptable, and perfect” Differently
stated, one of the Church’s nature is
Holy, and the people are intended to live
in that holiness.

The Church enables us to be holy or
sacred in our daily lives. This is clearly
stated in the Bible (Leviticus 19:20, St.
John 17:14-16, 1 Peter 1:16). If it is not
holy, it should not be called a Church.
The good news is that ‘church’ enables
everyone to turn into a ‘sacred life’ even
though they seem to be outside the
experience of sacredness. The beauty
of Christian ‘sacredness’ is its ability to
renew itself on a regular basis.

When Jesus Christ offered His resur-
rected living body to change our lives
into eternal ones, He meant for every-
one who seeks Him to enjoy holiness
or fullness of life. We receive this gift of
His redeeming body and blood through
the Church for our eternal holiness. No
one experiences the ‘fullness’ of sacred-
ness unless we join with God’s eternal
sacredness. This status is also a process
of engagement in the everlasting King-
dom, which we experience here and
now through the Church. Let us then
share our strengths and weaknesses in
order to turn ourselves into members
of the living and holy ‘church, where

Christ is the Head, and we are the body.
Let us be reminded that we are freely
granted the privilege of becoming par-
ticipants in His eternal holiness.

As I hear and watch over the com-
mitments and witness of a great and
enriched loyal community of St. Peters
Family, Auckland, I am amazed at how
faithful God’s ways and providences
are. Hats off to the Reverend Fathers
and lay leaders of the past and present
for your unwavering leadership, hard
effort, and vision in making your lives
meaningful, keeping St. Peters Family
with the character of ‘House Church’
and developing it in the life and witness
of our Lord.

For me, every mention of ‘St. Peters’
evokes happy memories of religious
events, Christmas carols, Church choir
rehearsals, family gatherings, youth
conversations, religious and social
discussions, amateur music sessions,
home visits, and other activities that
brought people together in the ‘House
Church’ during my short and sweet ten-
ure with the community. It is, therefore,
an honour for me to write this note to
the members of this incredible and
holy Church. I promise to always keep
you in my thoughts and prayers. Please
keep me and my Family in your prayers
so that we can continue to grow in our
service for the Lord, no matter where
Wwe are.

As I thank God, I would like to express
gratitude to Very. Rev. Dr. Joseph
Maramkandam Achen, the Church’s
management committee, the faithful
of ‘St. Peter’s Family, and everyone
involved in this souvenir project. My
appreciation goes to Dr. Sam Mathai and
Mr. Ratish Kurian for encouraging me
to pen down these ‘scattered memories
and Thoughts’ and bring them to your
reading table.
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Zachariah Maramkandam 2005 Mulanjanamattathil
Cor Episcopa 2013 -2020

2003, 2006-2013,
2020-current



Our Supporters

Thomas Philip Jiwan Pandey
/Builder /Architect
s 2
Surendra Narayanappa Laxmanan
/Supporter [Auditor

p N

Inderjeet Anand
/Solicitor
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David Macleod
[Architect

Prasad VG
/Supporter
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// Benevolent Supporters

Vicar, St Francis & St Therese Vicar, St Francis & St Therese Metropolitan of Chaldean
Church, Pt Chevaliar Church, Pt Chevaliar Syrian Church of the East
//Altar Assistants

You also say, If anyone swears by the altar,
it means nothing; but anyone who swears by

the gift on the altar is bound by that oath.
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Very Rev. Dr. Joseph
Zachariah M

President

Julie Vinu
Secretary

Elji Varughese Sujesh
Treasurer Geevarghese

Princy Swapnesh
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Very Rev. Dr. Joseph Dr Sam Mathai
Zachariah M Chief Editor

Manju Jimmy

Shyju Jose
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John Varghese &

<I> AJAKS

+ PRINTING SOLUTIONS

_2000@hotmail.com
Print solutions: Flyers. Business Cards, Magazines, Brochures, Email: joby 20

: Phone:021 237 4725
IT: Software Solutions and Waeb Solutions
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\ RBK ACCOUNTING LTD

Monthly Accounting
Company Formations

Rental Property Accounting

Payroll Service & PAYE Returns to IRD
Book Keeping

GST & Income Tax Returns Preparation
End of Year Financials
Cashflow Forecasting
General Accounting Support

e (Xere

Please Contact: Baby Kuriakose
8A Raven Ave, Mt RosKill, Akl, NZ

accounts@rbkaccounting.co.nz
0210 224 3700 | 09-624 5953



uilding Committee

Fr. Robin Daniel Dr Sam Mathai Ratish Kurian
/President /Convenor

Shyju Jose Vinu Mani Baby Kuriakose

Sunny Jacob Sujit Thomas Varghese Mathew

Yeldos Varghese Dr Molly Shaji
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Sujesh Geevarghese Rengith Jose

Jency John Thomas John Robin K Babu

Entoh Chacko Ann George Kuruvilla Reynold J Ephraim

Sibi Kurien
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Past Administrators

/12003

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

V. Rev Dr. Joseph Sunny Jacob Sujit Thomas Varghese Paulose
Zachariah M

| Govwnitlee’ omernbers—~
Jacob Varghese | Varghese Mathew / Jiji Kurien / Thomas Joseph / Ratish Kurian

/12004

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

( A g

& J

- Varghese Mathew Sujit Thomas Varghese Paulose
| Coownitlee smerbers—~

Sunny Jacob / Dr.Sam Mathai / Thomas Joseph/ Ratish Kurian

/12005

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

€ .i J 'y i
Rev. Dr. Jacob Sujit Thomas Ratish Kurian Vineeth Paulson
Joseph

| Govmomitlee) mepapers~
Sunny Jacob / Varghese Mathew
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/12006

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

V. Rev Dr. Joseph Sujit Thomas Ratish Kurian Sabu Varghese
Zachariah M

| Coounitlee’ omerbers—~

Jacob Varghese / Varghese Mathew / Biju Varghese / Sunny Jacob

/12007

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

V. Rev Dr. Joseph Dr. Sam Mathai Sabu Varghese John Kottaparambil
Zachariah M

| Goomunitlee? omernbers~

Sunny Jacob / Sudeep K Raju / Jacob Varghese / Ratish Kurian

// 2008

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

-~

V. Rev Dr. Joseph Roy Pallimalil Yeldos Varghese John Chacko
Zachariah M

| Gounitlee’ omeribers~
Sabu Varghese / Jiji Kurien / John Kottaparambil / Sibi Kurien
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/12009

/President [Vice President I/Secretary /Treasurer

V. Rev Dr. Joseph Sunny Jacob Ratish Kurian Sujit Thomas
Zachariah M

| Gomonitlee! mepipers~
Yeldos Varghese / Sabu Varghese / Siju Jaicob / John Chacko / Shyju Jose

112010

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

V. Rev Dr. Joseph Mathew Cherian Roy V Abraham Shyju Jose
Zachariah M

/WW

Bijoy Kuriakose / Elizabeth Benny / Jayamol Sunny / Sujit Thomas/ Ratish Kurian
/12011

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

-~

V. Rev Dr. Joseph John Chacko Sabu Varghese Nitin Philip
Zachariah M

| Coonamillee’ Wsrg%
Roy V Abraham / Shyju Jose / Albin Abraham / Elsy John / Shiny Biju
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112012

/President Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

e

V. Rev Dr. Joseph Yeldos Varghese Ratish Kurian Shyju Jose
Zachariah M

| Gorwnitloe? mmerbers~
Sujit Thomas / Nitin Philip / Dr. Sam Mathai / Jayamol Sunny / Shiny Biju

112013

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

Rev. Fr. Robin Sunny Jacob Ratish Kurian Baby Kuriakose
Daniel M

| Comnitlee’ meribers~
Shyju Jose / Entoh Chacko/ Dr. Sam Mathai / Neena Yeldos / Shiny Biju

112014

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

Rev. Fr. Robin Sunny Jacob Ratish Kurian Baby Kuriakose
Daniel M

| Covronitiee’ pmerbers~
Shyju Jose / Sujit Thomas / Dr. Sam Mathai / Neena Yeldos / Shiny Biju
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112015

/President [Vice President /Secretary [Treasurer

. L‘:‘.'k"

Rev. Fr. Robin Sunny Jacob Ratish Kurian Baby Kuriakose
Daniel M

| Govmemitiee) mempers~

Shyju Jose / Sujit Thomas / Dr. Sam Mathai / Dr. Molly Shaji / Shiny Biju

/12016

/President [Vice President /Secretary [Treasurer

p

Rev. Fr. Robin Sunny Jacob Ratish Kurian Baby Kuriakose
Daniel M
| Gormomitiee) mepbers~

Shyju Jose / Sujit Thomas / Dr. Sam Mathai / Dr. Molly Shaji / Jency Nitin

112017

/President [Vice President I/Secretary /Treasurer

Rev. Fr. Robin Sunny Jacob Ratish Kurian Baby Kuriakose
Daniel M
| Gomonitlee) mepapers~

Shyju Jose / Sujit Thomas /Vinu Mani / Dr. Molly Shaji / Jency Nitin

ST.PETER'S JACOBITE SYRIAN SOUVENIR
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

AN CHURCH s /2023



/112018

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer
- _

Rev. Fr. Robin Sunny Jacob Ratish Kurian Shyju Jose
Daniel M

| Cooumitlee? omerbers—~
K.K.Baby / Sujit Thomas /Vinu Mani / Dr. Molly Shaji / Dr. Sherly George

112019

[President [Vice President /Secretary [Treasurer
) p _

Rev. Fr. Robin Sunny Jacob Ratish Kurian Shyju Jose
Daniel M

| Covmillee’ wevapers~
K.K.Baby / Thomas John / Sujit Thomas /Vinu Mani / Dr. Molly Shaji / Dr. Sherly George

112020

/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer
. p _

Rev. Fr. Robin Sunny Jacob Ratish Kurian Shyju Jose
Daniel M

| Coomillee’ meméergﬁ
Thomas John / Sujit Thomas /Vinu Mani / Dr. Molly Shaji / Dr. Sherly George
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/12021

/President Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer

V. Rev Dr. Joseph Dr. Sam Mathai Vinu Mani Geoffry Sams
Zachariah M

| Gomaniflee) suevapery~

Jayamol Sunny / Manju Jimmy / Ratish Kurian / Shyju Jose / Thomas John

/1 2022
/President [Vice President /Secretary /Treasurer
4
| (I
V. Rev Dr. Joseph Sujit Thomas Gijo K Mathew Arun Zachariah
Zachariah M
/WW%

Vinu Mani / Geoffry Sams/ Dr. Sherly George / Aksa Raju / Basil John

To our sister churches in Australia & New Zealand for your valuable support,
contributions and prayers!

1 St Geroge Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, Melbourne
2. St. Mary’s Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, Hamilton
3. Mor Gregorios Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, Whangarei
4, St. George Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, Christchurch
5. Mar Baselios Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, Palmerston North
6. St. John the Baptist Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, Wellington
7. St Geroge Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, Tauranga & Rotorua
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OUR CHURCH

HISTORY

Our journey began in April 2008 when the Rev. Dr. Joseph Zachariah Maramkandam visited as a guest,

leading the Passion Week services. In August 2008, as a small congregation of 8 families, we officially

registered as an Incorporated Society under the Charitable Trust Act 1957, followed by charitable entity

registration with the New Zealand Charities Commission in April 2008”

39
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he St. Peter’s Jacobite Syrian
TOrthodox Christian Church
in Auckland has a rich his-
tory as part of the global Syrian
Orthodox Church community, with

members who migrated to New
Zealand from India.

Our church is affiliated with the
Universal Syrian Orthodox Church,
a Non-Chalcedonian Oriental Or-
thodox Church. Its spiritual leader is
the Patriarch of Antioch, the rightful
successor of Apostle Peter, the chief
Apostle of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We deeply cherish the concept of
Apostolic Succession and actively
participate in the World Council
of Churches and various National
and International Ecumenical
Organizations, collaborating with
other Christian denominations in
ecumenical activities.

The Missional Stage, 2003-2006
We held our very first meeting on
15 Feb 2003 at the Salvation Army

Hall to decide on bringing an Achen
for the Passion week Services. Our
journey began in April 2003 when
the Rev. Dr. Joseph Zachariah
Maramkandam visited as our guest,
leading the Passion Week services.
In August 2003, as a small congre-
gation of 8 families and with Sunny
Jacob’s residence as the Parish
office we officially registered as
an Incorporated Society under the
Charitable Trust Act 1957. This was
followed by charitable entity regis-
tration with the New Zealand Char-
ities Commission in April 2008.

From 2003 to 2005, under the lead-
ership of Sunny Jacob, Varghese
Mathew, Varghese Paulose and Su-
jit Thomas, we held monthly prayer
meetings at St. John’s Anglican
Church in Royal Oak. This period
was very crucial to our beginnings
as these gatherings held our fami-
lies together in the hope of having
our own vicar and church. In
December 2005, Varghese Mathew

ST.PETER’S JACOBITE SYRIAN
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
AUCKLAND



requested Rev. Dr. Jacob Joseph to visit
Auckland and Rev. Achen celebrated our first
Christmas Service, leading carol singing and a
family camp, uniting our congregation.

The managing committee through Sujit
Thomas invited Rev. Dr. Joseph Zachariah
Maramkandam to come to Auckland and take
on the role of our Parish priest as Rev. Achen
had prior experience with such congregations
in Europe and outside Kerala. In April 2006,
Rev. Dr. Joseph Zachariah Achen obliged and
returned to Auckland to serve as our Vicar
for the next seven years. During this period,
we held our Sunday gatherings at The Chapel
of Faith in the Oaks on Waikumete Rd, Glen
Eden.

With a strong leadership team led by Rev.
Dr. Joseph Zachariah Maramkandam , our
congregation experienced significant growth
and initiated various outreach activities. We
established our constitution and formed an
Executive Committee, responsible for over-
seeing the church’s pastoral care, worship,
finances, premises, and other matters. It was
only in early 2007, that we began supporting
the Vicar as a paid employee of our Church,
who operates under an employment contract
in accordance with New Zealand’s Ministry of
Business Innovation and Employment guide-
lines. Our Martha Mariyam was also initiated
during this time by ladies Latha Kochamma,
Jayamol Sunny, Jessy Sulal, Sherly Sam, Lola
Sujit, Bindu Ratish, Salna Shyju and Neena
Yeldos.

The Visionary Stage, 2007-2012

We used approximately eight different lo-
cations for our services between 2006 and
2009, and finally found a temporary home
at the Parish Hall of St. Francis & St. Therese
Catholic Church in Pt Chevalier from 2009 to
2020. We are immensely grateful to the Vicar
and parishioners of this church for their sup-
port.

ST.PETER’S JACOBITE SYRIAN
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
AUCKLAND

Our church is vibrant and active, with a Sun-
day School, Senior Youth group, Junior Youth
group, Senior Choir, Sunday School Choir and
the Martha Mariyam Women’s group at the
core of our community. We have extended
our outreach by organizing various commu-
nity and charity activities, including blood
donation camps, Vocational Bible studies for
children during school holidays, fundraising
for charitable organizations, and our annual
Ecumenical Christmas programs initiated by
Sujit Thomas since 2003 in collaboration with
other Christian churches in Auckland.

Driven by the dream of building our own
place of worship, we held our first fundraising
program at the Auckland City Diwali function
in October 2010, setting up a food stall offering
Samosa & Chaat. This was the start of several
fundraisers over the years conducted at var-
ious Diwali events across Auckland. These
events also served as a bond building exercise
among our parishioners

In March 2011, we were honoured by the visit
of His Beatitude Aboon Mar Baselios Thomas
I, the Catholicos of the East who conducted a
Holy Qurbana at our church, gracing us with
His presence and spiritual blessings.

SOUVENIR
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11, Reid Rd, New Lynn

On July 13, 2011, we purchased our first prop-
erty at 11 Reid Rd, New Lynn, with financial
support from our members and a bank loan
from the Bank of New Zealand. We are ever so
thankful to our members Shiny & Biju Vargh-
ese who stood as guarantors for our Bank
Loan. We initiated the Resource Consent
process in September 2012. We were also
blessed with donations from India through
the work of Sujit Thomas’s parents Mr. & Mrs.
K J Thomas.

It was in 2011 as well that Rev. Robin Daniel
Achen and his family joined our Church,
contributing to the development of our
congregation. During May - Oct 2012, when
Rev. Joseph Achen went on leave, Rev. Robin
Achen took on the role of the acting Vicar of
our Church. It was during this time Sept 2012
that Rev. Dr. Joseph Achen was conferred
the position of Cor Episcopa and was called
for his services in Kerala and in teaching at
the Jacobite Church Seminary and decided to
leave Auckland in Feb 2013 after nearly seven
years of service from 2006-2013

The Alignment Stage, 2013- 2023

Rev Robin Daniel Achen was appointed as
the Vicar of St Peter’s Church in Feb 2013,
steering the church through challenges and
successes alike. His arrival ushered in a pe-
riod of stability and growth.

A Memorial Service in remembrance of His
Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius Zakka I Iwas,
the former Patriarch of Antioch and all the
East, took place at the Iraqi St. Thomas Syrian
Orthodox Church in North Shore on March
30, 2014. This solemn occasion brought to-
gether all the Syrian Orthodox Churches in

Al

Auckland for a joint service. Rev. Robin Achen
played a significant role as one of the lead
communicants during this service, honour-
ing the legacy of the esteemed Ex-Patriarch
of Antioch.

It was in May 2014 that we also received
resource consent for the construction of a
church at 11 Reid Road, New Lynn. However,
due to various restrictions, we decided to sell
the property in July 2015, eventually selling it
for a higher price.

15 Culperry Rd, Glendene

Our quest for a more suitable worship space
ended when Shiny Biju found this place and
we acquired the property at 15 Culperry Rd,
Glendene, in December 2015. During this
time, various religious leaders visited our
church, offering their blessings and support.

In Sept 2016, the building fund collections
started, and the Senior youth members led
by Robin Babu and Vinu Mani conducted
a Grand Onam Food sale in which nearly
$19000.- was raised from serving food to
1200 people of the wider community.

In 2020, led by Vinu Mani and Entoh Chacko,
the raffle committee exceeded expectations,
raising nearly $30,000 thanks to ticket sales
and sponsorships secured by Dr. Molly
Shaji (from Sijo Thomas & Robin Babu). The
draw, initially planned for April 2020, was
postponed to June due to COVID. With strong
support from church members, this became
our biggest fundraiser ever!

John Chacko, a former member now in
Australia, won the first prize (a car) and
generously donated it back to the church.
The Building Committee then sold the car

ST.PETER'S JACOBITE SYRIAN
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through TradeMe, using the funds for church
construction.

Rev. Robin Achen and Dr. Sam Mathai had a
very successful trip to Melbourne to collect
funds for the Church building. Our Church is
extremely thankful to all the members of the
St. George Jacobite Church, Melbourne for
being very supportive of our Church building
efforts. We have received $13,867. - in total as a
donation from the visit. We were also donated
funds for our Church building from our sister
congregations in Hamilton, Whangarei, Palm-
erston North, Wellington, Christchurch and
Rotorua & Tauranga

The complexities of financing a major con-
struction project like our church wouldn’t
have been possible without the steady hand
of KK Baby and Shyju Jose. Their unwavering
guidance through securing a bank loan and
their meticulous management of construc-
tion funds were crucial in overcoming every
financial hurdle. Thanks to their foresight and
skill, we faced none of the budgetary woes
that often plague such endeavours.

Even during our church construction
fund-raising drives, we have been donating
funds for various charitable purposes in India
and NZ. Our beneficiaries included sick &
needy people, Christchurch earthquake &
Pike River mine disaster victims, Nepal Earth-
quake relief, organ transplant patients, Kerala
Flood victims, other churches in Kerala, etc.
Between 2009-2023 we have donated over
$60,000 for various charities and thanks to
our church members for their wholehearted
support

On November 7, 2017, our esteemed Supreme
Head, His Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius
Aphrem II, the Patriarch of Antioch, graced
our new church site at 15 Culperry Rd,
Glendene, with his presence. During this
momentous occasion, His Holiness blessed
the site, unveiling a dedication plaque and be-
stowing his blessings upon the Panchaloham
Cross. The event was marked by a traditional

ST.PETER’S JACOBITE SYRIAN
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welcome meticulously organized in honor of
His Holiness. A vast gathering of attendees
witnessed this significant event, adding to the
sacred aura of the day. His visit was a momen-
tous occasion, enriching our congregation
with his guidance and profound spiritual
presence.

After the visit of His Holiness Moran Mor
Ignatius Aphrem II in November 2017, the
building consent was approved.

Church Construction Starts - In April 2018,
after the plans were approved by the Council,
Philip’s Construction Group was awarded the
construction contract and the work began in
June 2018 and was completed in November
2020. Throughout this period, we experienced
various changes and challenges, including a
significant budget increase, but with the dedi-
cation of Rev Robin Achen and our members,
we successfully collected enough donations
and sponsorships for various items imported
from India. In September 2018, we formed a
building committee with Rev. Robin Achen
as the President and Dr. Sam Mathai as the
Building convenor to oversee the construc-
tion process.

Our journey to bring sacred items for the
church from India to Auckland, begun in Sep-
tember 2019, was one of meticulous planning,
collaborative spirit, and unwavering dedica-
tion. We owe immense gratitude to Rev. Robin
Achen, whose leadership guided us through
the process. The valuable insights and tireless
efforts of our building committee and Church
members were instrumental in securing the
items. A special mention goes to The Very Rev.
Dr. Joseph Zachariah Cor Episcopa Achen,
whose knowledge and resourcefulness
proved invaluable in navigating the complexi-
ties of shipping the container from Kerala.

During the isolating days of COVID-19
lockdown, Rev. Robin Achen and Shalet
Kochamma offered a beacon of hope and
community. When physical church services
were suspended, they transformed their



home into a virtual sanctuary, streaming the
Holy Service live to our congregation with
the aid of Tasjoh Thampy. This act of selfless
devotion allowed us to stay united in faith
and find comfort in shared worship amidst
the uncertainty.

Temporary Consecration & Farewell to Rev.
Robin Achen & family - When the construc-
tion of our church building was completed,
and we received the Certificate of Public
Use on 23 Nov 2020. Rev. Robin Achen led a
temporary consecration service of the new
church over 2 days on 28-29 Nov 2020 and
conducted our First Holy Qurbana at this
Church. This was a very solemn service
whilst just informing the wider community
in Auckland and our sister churches in New
Zealand. We honoured Mr. Thomas Philip
our Project Manager and the builder for their
hard work in developing the church to its
current state. Our regular Holy services also
started from 28 Nov 2020. It was exactly 1947
days, (5 years, 3months & 28 days) when 10
families, led by Shiny Biju, visited this prop-
erty on 31 July 2015 and when we conducted
our first Holy Qurbana on 28th Nov 2020.

We bid a sad farewell to Rev. Robin Achen,
Shalet Kochamma and children on 20 Dec
2020 after the Holy Service. Rev. Robin Achen

SOUVENIR
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had led our Church successfully as the Vicar
for seven years from 2013. Rev. Robin Achen
held his last Holy Service at our Church on 24
Dec 2020 and left for Australia with family on
26th Dec 2020.

The Very Rev. Dr. Joseph Zachariah, Cor
Episcopa Achen and Latha Kochamma, was
welcomed back to our midst on 15 Dec 2020
and moved into the new Parsonage on 29 Dec
2020 after getting out of quarantine during
the COVID lockdown period. The Very Rev.
Dr. Joseph Achen celebrated his first service
at our new Church on New Year’s Day, 31 Dec
2020.

On 14th September 2022, a group of 25 mem-
bers from the Trinity Anglican Cathedral
Parnell visited our church and Rev. Joseph
Achen gave the visitors a talk on the roots of
the Syrian Christian Church in Kerala and
the uniqueness of our worship. The visitors
were much in awe and joy to learn about our
Church. We reciprocated this when a group
of us visited them on 18th September 2023 as
part of our ecumenical efforts to understand
each other.

The Church project’s completion was cel-
ebrated with the issuance of the Code of
Compliance Certificate in October 2021.
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St Peter's Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Christian Church
formerly known as St Peters Syrian Orthodox Christian Church

This is to certify that St Peter's Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Christian Church was
registered as a charitable entity under the Charities Act 2005 on
15 April 2008.

Registration number: CC22990
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Holy Mooron Koodasha:

In a divine ceremony on Saturday, May 20th,
2023, our church was consecrated under
the auspices of His Grace Mor Athanasius
Geevarghese Metropolitan, Patriarchal Vicar
of Malankara Churches in New Zealand,
Australia, Malaysia, and Singapore. The
event marked a significant milestone in the
spiritual journey of our congregation. The
consecration was followed by a day of pro-
found devotion and celebration on Sunday,
May 21st, 2023.

The day commenced with a soul-stirring
morning prayer and Holy Trimass, evoking
a sense of reverence and awe among the at-
tendees. Special mention must be made to the
Senior Choir for their lovely singing and our
Youth Association for decorating and prepar-
ing the church premises for the 2 days. Fol-
lowing the religious ceremonies, a felicitation
meeting was held, graced by the esteemed
presence of Very Rev. Dr. Joseph Zachariah
who warmly welcomed the dignitaries, in-
vited guests, and parishioners. Rev. Fr. Robin
Daniel and family were formally invited from
Australia for the service. The atmosphere was
charged with spirituality and gratitude, as
Thirumeni delivered a presidential address,
imparting words of wisdom and inspiration.
The felicitation meeting was further adorned
by the blessings and well-wishes of revered
clergy members, Rev. Fr. John Thekkettathu
Cor Episcopa, Rev. Fr. Robin Daniel, Rev. Fr.
Eldho Varghese, Rev. Fr. George Mathew,
and Rev. Fr. Elvin P. Abraham, all expressed
their heartfelt felicitations, emphasizing the
sacredness of the occasion.

This consecration stands as a testament to
the unwavering faith and dedication of our
church community. The divine presence felt
during these moments of consecration and

prayer has undoubtedly fortified our spiritual
journey. The blessings received from such
esteemed dignitaries and clergy members
have further enriched our faith, guiding us
towards a path of righteousness and spiritual
fulfilment. As we reflect upon this momen-
tous event, our hearts swell with gratitude for
the grace of God and the blessings bestowed
upon our church. This consecration will
forever remain etched in our memories as
a beacon of divine light, guiding us on our
spiritual odyssey, and reminding us of the
sanctity of faith, unity, and devotion.

Regular Sunday services have been held
since November 2020, and we introduced
Wednesday evening services in early 2022 to
accommodate members with weekend work
commitments.

Our church family has blossomed over the
years, welcoming new faces and fostering
a vibrant community spirit. The Martha
Mariyam Vanitha Samajam ensures delicious
festival feasts, while also spearheading blood
donation drives and lending a financial hand
by running the mutual financial assistance
programs. The Sunday School is buzzing with
activity, nurturing faith through engaging Va-
cation Bible School, the Ecumenical Christ-
mas programs and St. Peter’s youth with
their vibrant carols echoing through streets,
delivering Christmas cheer to every mem-
ber’s doorstep. These interwoven programs
have fueled our growth, creating a tapestry of
diverse contributions that has strengthened
our community.

Our journey has been marked by faith, ded-
ication, and the unwavering support of our
members, clergy, and leaders. We are deeply
grateful for the opportunity to serve this con-
gregation and look forward to the continued
growth and prosperity of our church.

The article was authored by Ratish Kurian, a founding member of St. Peter’s Church in Auckland. Serving

as the Secretary of the Church for 12 years, he played a crucial role from its inception through the church

construction phase
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ENVIRONMENTALISM,
ETHICS &

In Acts 20:85 Fesus says “It is more blessed to give than receive”. Although we as

a young Christian generation can’t change entire continents, we are still able to

contribute in ways that can better the lives of those in need.

MICHALLE

SUSAN SHYJU

r
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re you aware of the fact

that millions of the vulner-

able and poor who are our
brothers and sisters have to endure
most of the consequences of the
way large companies abuse the
environment? We need to express
love and consideration to everyone
and everything in our environment.
How do we as Young Christians lead
by example? How do we tackle this
problem?

In Laudato Si: On Care for our Com-
mon Home, Pope Francis states
that “We are faced not with two
separate crises, one environmental
and the other social, but rather with
one complex crisis which is both
social and environmental”. We as a
community are only now beginning
to comprehend that climate change
and Global warming is undeniably
starting to generate unfortunate
events all around the globe. The
poor, the sick, and all the individuals
who have done absolutely nothing
wrong have to suffer because of the
selfish needs of large corporations

and due to the way they have dis-
astrously treated the environment.
Companies that produce oil and
chemicals have dumped their toxic
waste into rivers which have been
required for people to access clean
drinking water. Many communities
are left with no choice, but to con-
sume the unclean water which leads
to many diseases. It is estimated
that in 2050, 240 million people will
be unable to obtain uncontaminated
water due to the calamitous ways
of these institutions. A lesson that
can be drawn from the parable of
the rich fool is that having the priv-
ilege to live a comfortable life can
distract us from being loving and
compassionate towards others and
also prevent us from entering the
kingdom of heaven. We, as a young
generation, need to help resolve
this problem.

In Genesis 1: 26 it is said “Let us
make mankind in our image, in our
likeness, and, let them rule over the
fish of the sea and the birds of the
air, over the livestock, over all the
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earth, and over the creatures that move along
the ground™. Remember that God had put us
on Earth to look after everything on it. It is
crucial that society takes responsibility to care
and nurture God’s creations as it is definitely
not doing an outstanding job at the moment.
Taking action will help mould a positive at-
mosphere around us.

In Isaiah 58:10 it is stated “And if you spend

yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy
the needs of the oppressed, then your light
will rise in the darkness and your night will
become like noonday”. Yourself and many
others will also begin to see the impact this
has on other people’s lives, and also your
own! You will start to notice the cheerfulness
you acquire when giving to others. God gave
us many abilities and gifts, so we need to
use them by doing things such as frequently
picking up rubbish which could prevent it
from going down the drain and traveling to
sea. Caring for the environment will construct
a better place for ourselves and our future
generations to live and occupy.

In Acts 20:35 Jesus says “It is more blessed
to give than receive”. Although we as a young
Christian generation can’t change entire
continents, we are still able to contribute in
ways that can better the lives of those in need.
Being able to consume food and water is a
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basic human right that no one should be de-
prived of. Try using your own pocket money
to donate to charities such as KidsCan, which
donates essentials such as clothing and food
to kiwi kids affected by poverty. Using social
media by posting posters and videos is also
a clever way to encourage others to help. To
work against water scarcity, Australia has
begun limiting showers to 5 minutes in the
summer. We should take inspiration and
implement the same. Just small actions and
good habits like these can help us strive to be
the best we can as a society. Pope Francis said
“All is not lost. Human beings, while capable
of the worst, are also capable of rising above
themselves, choosing again what is good, and
making a new start, despite their mental and
social conditioning”. And this statement is
definitely true. In the parable of the prodigal
son, the son returns back to his home after
realizing his sin and is surprised when his
father warmly welcomes him back. Likewise,
even if we have done nothing to contribute so
far, remember, it is never too late to help out
and make a difference.

God gave us our brilliant minds to protect all
living things. So, take action, spread the word
and worKk to create a better earth for our future
generations. Prove that together, we can rise
up and become beacons of hope!
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1 saw lights in the distance and followed them. Suddenly, I was in a

SNEHA
ROBIN

time to shine. I was on a mission, a mis-

sion to find out what was in that room. Ms
Fox’s office. I creeped down the hallway. Step
by step I was nearing the room. The sleek,
brown, shiny one I saw in my dreams. The
one that would lead me to a wonderland. Next
thing I knew, I was standing in front of a door.
A wooden door. Supposedly the one to Ms
Fox’s office.

It was a cold, winter’s night. Now was my

Ichecked the room number. Yes,I had reached

my long-awaited destination. I quickly turned
the doorknob, expecting the door to flush open
on impact. Except, the opposite happened. It
was locked. Ideas, ideas, ideas. I needed ideas.
Swish. A sleek black object slid across the
floor. Yes, my saviour. A bobby pin. I speedily
grabbed hold of it and started picking the lock.
The doorknob opened at once. Yes! I was in.

I scanned my eyes around the room. There
were pictures, lots, and lots of pictures.
Pictures of cats, of trees, of flowers, of kids.
What?! No way this was the stern, strict, scary
headmistress’ office. Everything was pink!
Oh, wait. Not everything. Something flashed
before my eyes. Something brown, old, and
worn out. Awardrobe! Wait, why was I happy?
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wonderland of icy blues and greens. Where was I? The next thing I knew,
there was a reddish, man - goat in front of me. A Faun

Something played at the back of my head.
Footsteps! As far as I knew, that could be
Ms Fox. I need to hide, as quickly as I can. I
pulled open the door of the wardrobe. Locked
again. Uh-oh, where was that bobby pin? I
checked my pockets. Not there. I rummaged
all throughout the room. There it was. On the
couch. I grabbed hold of it and started picking
the lock. The footsteps kept coming louder
and louder. I quickly jumped into the ward-
robe and tightly shut the door behind me.

I stretched my hands out. Expecting to feel
the same flaky wood I saw just now on the
door of the wardrobe but, the wardrobe never
came to an end. It was suddenly 20 degrees
colder than it was a second before and I was
freeing. Instantly, I felt something long and
prickly in front of me. A Pine Tree branch? I
saw lights in the distance and followed them.
Suddenly, I was in a wonderland of icy blues
and greens. Where was I? The next thing I
knew, there was a reddish, man — goat in front
of me. A Faun. He spoke words, but they were
drowned by the sound of jingling bells. “The
White Which?” I asked. “No” he said. “Father
Christmas”

Merry Christmas!
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Growing up, I had always been under the impression that if you call to God, he will answer you straight

away. I play national level tennis, and before every match I pray to God.

SAMARA
ROBIN

ave you ever been in the
H situation when you're strug-

gling and don’t know what
to do? I recall being in this situation
countless times and my first solu-
tion is to pray to God. Sometimes, I
felt as if God was ignoring me, didn’t
want to help me or even want me to
struggle. But little did I know that
this wasn’t the case...

Growing up, I had always been
under the impression that if you call
to God, he will answer you straight
away. I play national level tennis, and
before every match I pray to God. I
pray that I win, which is obviously
something that is not in my control.
I never know what is going to hap-
pen on the court, even the slightest
distraction can cause you to lose

focus and it is crucial for absolute
concentration, especially in the heat
of a tough battle. Sometimes, when
losing, I feel like I'm about to break,
like I'm about to fall and shatter into
a million pieces. Thinking back, I
realised that this form of thinking
was an exaggeration, but while in
the moment it is easy to lose control
of your thoughts. Whenever 1 felt
this way, I would start vigorously
doing the sign of the cross, as if God
would come and seal me a victory.
Of course, I would lose, and I would
start blaming everyone except my-
self. T would blame my opponent,
my family, my friends, and even
God. I felt as if God was ignoring me,
as if he didn’t care for me, as if he
wanted me to fail. All these negative
thoughts began to fill my brain, until
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I had one question, Does God really love me?

In case you were wondering, God does love
me. His love just came if different forms, in
forms which I would have not expected. What
I thought to be God’s love was him listening
to me, granting all my wishes, almost like
my magical genie. God was no genie, but he
certainly did magic. After some tough losses,
I sat down and thought. I thought about all
my recent matches and tried to recollect my
thoughts from each one. I realised that the
matches in which I had played badly, were
the matches which I would think negatively.
My negative thinking was what had been
impacting my results. It was not God who had
caused me to lose, but it was me! Excited with
my new-found knowledge, I came up with a
plan, to have positive thoughts. Instead of
saying, ‘Why am I so bad?’ I could say, “What
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can I do better. Instead to saying, “Why am I
losing?” I could say, “What can I do to win?”.
With a new mindset, I decided to apply this in
my matches, and it changed my results drasti-
cally. It also made me feel happier and I began
to enjoy the sport more. I not only applied that
thinking to tennis, but also throughout other
aspects of my life. I started being grateful for
the small things, such as my family and good
health, things which I would have overlooked
before. I now know that God loves me, and he
always wants the best, even if it means to sac-
rifice a couple of losses. Those tough losses
were what had been preparing me, made me
stronger, resilient, and made me realise that
life is full of obstacles and that you need to
overcome these obstacles to reach your full
potential. All good things takes practice, dedi-
cation, and faith.
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Flowers Blooming
from The Heart

“Today, we’re going to talk about the parable of the Sower”. She explained that just as a Sower sows

seeds in the soil, God sows seeds of faith in our hearts. It’s up to us to nurture these seeds, so they grow

into strong and healthy plants.

SARA GIJO

nce upon a time, in a cozy
Otown there nestled a small

pre-school. In it there was
a group of children who loved to
play and enjoy every moment of
life. Every Monday, they would
eagerly wait for their teacher, Mrs.
Johnson, to arrive and share with
them her special magical stories.

One day, Mrs. Johnson came to
class with a small pot of soil and a
packet of seeds. She told the chil-
dren, “Today, we’re going to talk
about the parable of the Sower”. She
explained that just as a Sower sows
seeds in the soil, God sows seeds of
faith in our hearts. It’s up to us to
nurture these seeds, so they grow
into strong and healthy plants.

Mrs. Johnson asked the children
to each take a handful of seeds and
plantthem in the soil. She reminded
them to water their seeds every
day, give them plenty of sunlight,
and protect them from any harm.
The children were excited to watch
their seeds grow and cared for
them with great love and attention.
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After a few weeks, the children’s
seeds began to sprout and grow
into tiny plants. Bright bluebells,
rich roses, and fluffy dandelions.
Mrs. Johnson said, “Just like how
these plants grew, our faith needs
care and aftention to grow strong
and healthy. We must nourish it
with prayer, reading the Bible, and
by surrounding ourselves with
positive influences.”

The children understood the im-
portance of taking care of their faith,
just like they had taken care of their
plants. From that day on, they were
determined to be the best Sowers
they could be, nurturing their faith,
and helping it grow into a beautiful
garden. One filled with laughter
and shimmering butterflies.

And so, the children learned a valu-
able lesson that day, that the seeds
of faith need love and care, just like
the seeds of a blooming plant. They
understood that it’'s up to them
to cultivate their faith and make
it thrive, just like how a gardener
cultivates his plentiful garden.
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RON BASIL

My i
Guardian
Angel.

Angels are spiritual beings in Heaven.

Each of us have a Guardian Angel to
protect and guide us.

My Guardian Angel wants me to be
good, so that I could reach Heaven and
be with God.

I love my Guardian Angel and I pray to
Him every day.

I pray like this:

‘Angel of God, my Guardian dear,
To whom God’s love commits me here.
Ever this day, be at my side,

To light and guard, rule and guide,
Amen

89 s

LISBETH w §
AN
Love of God

HiIam Lisbeth. Today I am going to talk
about ‘Love of God, before that I have a
question for you.

Are you feeling Lonely?. Are you feeling
depressed?. Are you feeling unloved?.
Well I want to tell you something, you
don’t have to feel that way anymore.

Bible says that God is Love’. 1 st John 4:8
"He Loves You'. And he loves you and me
and you don’t have to feel sad anymore.
You don’t have to be lonely because we
are so precious to Jesus.

He wants you in heaven with him that’s
what John 14 says.

You are so precious to Jesus. And if we
do something wrong he will still come
to you and save you.

Psalms 139; 14 says, Even your hairs
have been numbered. You are loved.
Don’t let anyone to tell you that you are
worthless because you are already with
precious blood of Jesus.

So today, don’t forget how precious you
are. Don’t forget Jesus Loves you. And
he is coming soon to take you and me to
his home.

God Loves you all and me.
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My Sunday School
Life Experience co:-:os

JAYDEN MANI

spend time on a Sunday at
Church and why my mom
stresses me more on Church/ Sun-
day School activities more than my
school studies. I was always under
the impression that getting a good

Iwas always doubtful why to

JACOB Job with good salary is the destina-

tion of my studies and that will be
the key to my permanent happiness.
For that I believed school studies
are more important. But to all my
queries my mum always give one
Bible verse as the answer.

“Seek the kingdom of God above
all else, and live righteously, and
he will give you everything you
need” (Mathew, 6:33). I am a year
10 Sunday school student now. My
Sunday School Studies helped me to
understand the depth of this Bible
verse in my life. There I realised that
getting a good Job is not the meas-
uring scale of happiness. In our life
we will go through good times and
bad times, but no matter whatever
the situation is, gaining the courage
to remain peaceful and calm and
being thankful for all the blessings
He gave us is the key for permanent
happiness. This courage is the fruit
of powerful prayer.

In school I am interacting with dif-
ferent types of students and getting
exposed and attracted with all the
worldly things. The God-centric
lessons which I learned from my
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Sunday school always helped me to
take the strong decision to step away
from all bad things. I am getting
teased by my friends when I choose
the Do’s and Don’ts being a Sunday
School Child and Altar boy, but I am
not ashamed to speak to my friends
about the good values that I learned
from my Sunday School.

Sunday School life not only helped
me to understand and experience
God, but it was the best platform
for me to brush up my talents. I
got like-minded and God-centric
friends through Sunday School. I
became a role model for many of my
friends at School. I wish to advice
all my little brothers and sisters to
put God first in your life. You may
feel to be lazy on a Sunday to go to
Church and Sunday School or you
may feel to study or go to work and
earn more money instead of going
for spiritual activities on a Sunday.
But please remember the Bible
verse John 6: 32 “A man can receive
nothing unless it has been given to
him from heaven”.

“Train up a child in the way he
should go and when he is old, he
will not depart from it” (Proverbs,
22:6). Thankfully remembering all
my Sunday school Teachers who
guided me in this journey and cher-
ishing all the lovely memories with
my friends at Sunday School.
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Of the many miracles done by St George, the most famous one is when St George killed a vicious dragon-like
serpent that inhabited a lake near Mt. Lebanon.

DANIEL ELDHO
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t George aka Gee Verghese
Sin Malayalam is the patron

saint of knights, soldiers,
Scouts, fencers, and archers. He is
also the patron saint of England,
Venice, Genoa, Portugal, Ethiopia
and Catalonia. He was born in 275
A.D. in Lydda, Syria-Palestina and
was the prince of Martyrs. He was
born to a wealthy and noble family
who were Jacobite Christians. His
father’'s name was Anastasius,
and his mother’s name was The-
obast. That’s all we know about St.
George’s childhood.

Soon St George joined the army
at the age 20 and one day he got
promoted to the rank tribunes.
While one time he was working
in Nicomedia, the emperor of that
time issued a law that every Chris-
tian had to be executed unless they
let go of their Christian faith. But
St George declared himself to be a
Christian and denied the false idols,
he went through many tortures. St
George the great Martyr received
the crown of his martyrdom on 23

April 303 AD. Of the many miracles
done by St George, the most famous
one is when St George Kkilled a
vicious dragon-like serpent that
inhabited a lake near Mt. Lebanon.
The story went something like
this, in the nearby city, the people
would feed their children to the
serpent every day and one day it
was the ruler’s turn, his daughter
was brought to the lake to face the
jaws of the demon serpent, but just
as the serpent was about to eat her,
St George came in and the rulers
daughter cried for him to save her.
“In the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit Amen. “The
Holy Spirit was granted upon him,
and he stabbed the demon in the
neck and trampled him over with
his horse. After hearing this 25,000
men [not including women and
children] got baptized and a church
was built to commemorate him.

And that’s how St George is now the
saint of the Jacobite church, and we
celebrate him on the 23rd of April.
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FRIENDSHIP

as defined in the Holy Bible

riendship is no ordinary
FSHIP! On board this ship we

meet people who support,
understand, cherish and look
out for each other. In my opinion
friendship should be the basis of
any relationship; to be able to open

the journey of life. We believe that
the Bible shows us the way of life
and so I feel there is no better place
than the Holy Scriptures to explore
the realms of friendship. Below are
some of the important values of
friendship the Bible teaches us.

JIYA JOSE up to each other and help us through

+  “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends”. (John 15:13)

«  “And be kind to one another, as God is tenderhearted, forgiving one an-
other, as even God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you”. (Ephesians 4:32)

+  “Those who withhold kindness from a friend forsake the fear of the
almighty” (Job 6:14)

« “A friend loves at all times, and kinsfolk are born to share adversity”.
(Proverbs 17:17)

«  “Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a
multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining”. (1
Peter 4:8-9)

- “Better is rebuke than hidden love. Well-meant are wounds a friend
inflicts, but profuse are the kisses of the enemy”. (Proverbs 27:5-6)

+  “Do to others as you would have them do to you”. (Luke 6:31)

+  “Do not be deceived ‘Bad company ruins good morals”. (Corinthians
15:33)

- “One who forgives an affront fosters friendship, but one who dwells on
disputes will alienate a friend”. (Proverbs 17:9)

« “Therefore encourage each other and build up each other, as indeed you
are doing”. (Thessalonians 5:11)
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Fust as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ,
Jor we were all baptised by one Spirit to form one body- and we were given the one spirit to drink” (1
Corinthians 12: 12-14)

This opinion is based on several references from the Bible. Romans
12: 5, 1 Corinthians 12: 12-27, Ephesians 3:6, 4:15-16. Jesus is seen as the
‘head ‘ of the body, which is the church, while the ‘body’ is represented
by church members.

Church members may be of different types:
+ Generational - “I will be here forever as my forefathers taught me”.
Confrontational — “Iwill be back once you are gone, as I can’t tolerate

anything”.

« Recreational - “I will be here whenever I want, and nobody can
force me”.

« Relational - “I will be here as long as my family and friends stay
here”.

« Devotional- “I will be here because my God is honoured here”.

St. Paul wrote to the church of Corinth: “Just as a body, though one, has
many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ, for
we were all baptised by one Spirit to form one body- and we were given
the one spirit to drink” (1 Corinthians 12: 12-14).

We choose to decide what type of members we want to be. Let our
church be a place that exhibits:

« Compassion and Care

«  Humanity and humility

¢ Unity

« Reconciliation and religion
e Christianity

 Hope
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St. Peter

A beacon of Inspiration

MATHEWS ELJI
VARGHESE

|

n a world filled with endless
Idistractions, finding inspiration

and motivation to live a life of
faith can be a formidable task, es-
pecially for the younger generation.
Yet, throughout history, -certain
figures have shown us how to go
through life with unwavering faith
and commitment. Among these
leaders stands St. Peter, a figure
whose journey should be a beacon
of inspiration for everyone.

The life of St. Peter, originally known
as Simon, was a testament to trans-
formation and unwavering faith. His
story carries invaluable lessons for
youngsters navigating through the
difficult game of life.

Embracing
Growth
One of the most compelling aspects
of St. Peter’s story is his imperfec-
tion. Despite being chosen by Jesus
as one of His disciples, Peter was
not perfect. We see that even
Peter was told by Jesus that
his faith was small (Matthew
14:31). Peter also denied Jesus
3 times (Matthew 26:69-75).
However, even with all these
imperfections Jesus still
entrusted Peter to build
and start the church. This
shows us that even though
we are riddled with imper-
fections God still has an
,1 ! 27 important plan for each of
) S

Imperfection and

;/ The Power of Resilience

’ 4 and Forgiveness

St. Peter’s resilience in the face of
adversity is a remarkable testament
to the strength found in unwavering
faith. Despite being persecuted and
thrown in jail several times, Peter
did not walk away from Christ. In-
stead, he continued to guide and
help the church by writing letters,
while being imprisoned. He always
prayed to God and had an almost
unbreakable relationship with Him.

This aspect of his story can serve as
a guiding light for young individuals
that fear judgement or humility. It
teaches the importance of giving up
your pride and living like Jesus by
forgiving others for the wrong they
commit against you and not seeking
revenge. Jesus tells us to do this in
Matthew 5:39, ”But I say to you, Do
not resist the one who is evil. But if
anyone slaps you on the right cheek,
turn to him the other also.”

Conclusion

The timeless story of St. Peter is not
merely a religious anecdote but a
profound source of inspiration and
guidance for today’s youth. His jour-
ney of transformation, resilience,
and forgiveness should motivate us
to live like him, to live for God.

In a world filled with uncertainties,
St. Peter’s story reminds the younger
generation that imperfections are
part of the human experience, that
resilience and forgiveness pave the
way for growth, and that steadfast
faith can be a beacon of hope in
times of darkness.



/BIBLE

The Bible is the basis for the faith formulations of the church. However, our faith formulations are not
limited by biblical statements alone. The Bible couldn’t give answers to several of the questions which arose
after the Apostolic period.

lory to the triune God. The
G—word bible is from Greek

which means “the book”. It
is a collection of scriptures that are
the sacred texts of Christians, so it
is the Holy Book of Christians. The
Bible has two different parts, the
Old Testament and New Testament
and it contains 66 books.

The Old Testament was originally
written in the Hebrew language,
and it was used by the Jews. The
New Testament was formed after
the incarnation of our Lord Jesus
Christ which contains the 4 Gospels
of Jesus Christ. The four Gospels
are Mathew, Mark, Luke, and John.
The four Gospels of Jesus Christ are
the most important part of the Bible
and that makes the book Holy

The book of the New Testament was
originally written in Greek Lan-
guage, and it contains the various
letters written by the Apostles. Our
church traditionally used the Syr-
iac translation of the Bible which
was known as the “Peshitho”. Our
liturgical texts are using quotations
from the Peshitho version, which is

supposed to be the simpler version
and authentic version.

The Bible is the basis for the faith
formulations of the church. How-
ever, our faith formulations are not
limited by biblical statements alone.
The Bible couldn’t give answers
to several of the questions which
arose after the Apostolic period.
So, the Holy Fathers formulated the
creeds and doctrines based on bib-
lical statements. Our church uses
the bible as well as the doctrinal
formulations also for expression
and clarification of the faith.

As mentioned, the four Gospels
are the most important part of the
Bible which we call Evangelion. We
venerate the Evangelion and kiss
the Word of God because it contains
the Words spoken by our Lord Je-
sus Christ. It is the words and good
news that will lead the faithful to
eternal life and salvation.

I encourage you to read the bible
every day and it will lead you in a

spiritual way.

Glory be to God . Thank you all.
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Our Martha Mariyam Vanitha Samajam

Shining through
prayer and service

he Martha Mariyam Vanitha
TSamajam of our church,
guided by the motto "Pray,
Act, and Shine," has been actively
engaged in various initiatives that
DR. SHERLY enriched the lives of our church
GEORGE community and contributed posi-
tively to the society.

Strengthening Family Bonds
Through Prayer:

Recognizing the importance of
family prayer, the MMVS organizes
monthly Family Prayer Meetings.
This initiative provides a sacred
space for families to come together,
deepen their faith, and build
stronger bonds through prayer and
fellowship.

Compassion in Action: Blood Dona-
tion Drive

The MMVS has been at the forefront
of numerous blood donation drives
over the years, demonstrating their
commitment to saving lives and

ST.PETER'S JACOBITE SYRIAN
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
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contributing to the well-being of the
wider community.

Fund-Raising Activities and Cul-
tural Celebrations:

The Samajam has organized suc-
cessful fund-raising activities,
including a cake sale, food sale,
and the Onam Cultural Celebration.
These events brought the church
community together, fostered joy-
ous moments, and raised valuable
funds for essential church initia-
tives. The Onam Sadhya and cultural
programs, with the participation of
the Youth Association and Sunday
School, were a vibrant display of our
rich heritage and traditions.

Mutual Finance Assistance Pro-
gram:

To support the Church consecration
and for the mutual benefit of our pa-
rishioners, the MMVS has initiated
several mutual finance assistance
programs, showcasing their ded-
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ication to the growth and prosperity of their place of
worship.

Enriching Spiritual Knowledge and Empowering Com-
munity Service:

The MMVS organized a study class on the Holy Qurbana,
deepening our understanding of this central sacrament.
Additionally, members actively participate in choir
practice and lead prayers in church, contributing signif-
icantly to our church's spiritual life. Our commitment
to community service shines through our City Mission
Charity Work. We collect donations for the city mission
and contribute tinned food during Christmas, supporting
those in need.

Preserving Our Language and Heritage:

The Samajam launched a Malayalam language class for
adults, enabling them to learn and preserve their mother
tongue. This initiative has been met with great enthusi-
asm, with ten members actively participating and mak-

SAVE LIVES
GIVE BLOOD

We warmly invite the members of the

ST PETER’S SYRIAN
ORTHODOX CHURCH

to come and donate blood at the
Epsom Donor Rooms,

71 Great South Road.
(Just off the Market Rd Motorway exit)

5:00pm - 7:30pm

Please bring your Donor Card or photo ID:
e.g. D/Licence., student ID or passport

“After being caught in an emupfion on
Mi Ruapehu, | needed blood to survive. Gliving
blood saves lives; it cerainly saved mine.”

0800 448 325

www giveblood cone
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ing good progress. We are grateful
to Dr. Sam Mathai for his dedication
in teaching these classes.

The Martha Mariyam Vanitha Sa-
majam remains committed to its
mission of spiritual growth, com-
munity engagement, and service
to others. As we move forward, we
look forward to initiating new pro-
jects and continuing our existing
initiatives with renewed zeal. We
encourage all members to actively
participate and contribute to the
Samajam's success, strengthening
our church community and mak-
ing a positive impact on the lives of
those around us.

Let us continue to Pray, Act, and
Shine together!

“Each of you
should gioe
what you have
decided in your
heart to give,
not reluctantly
or under
compulsion,
for God loves a
cheerful giver”

Corinthians 9:7
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Embrace your beliefs and surround yourself with people who share them. Making solid Christian

connections may act as a safety net while facing difficult situations. Try to connect with other Christians by

Jjoining a local church youth group or other Christian organizations.

|

SAMUEL
ABRAHAM

t might occasionally feel
Ioverwhelming to navigate the

difficulties of adolescence as a
Christian teen. Teenage years are
a time of personal growth, facing
challenges both internal and ex-
ternal, and self-discovery. You can
triumph over these difficulties and
become stronger in your walk with
God if you have a solid foundation in
your faith and some key principles.

The most vital resource for any
Christian adolescent facing diffi-
culties is prayer. Establishing a
consistent prayer routine, such as
in the morning after waking up and
in the evening before sleep, can
offer direction, solace, and strength.
Along with personal prayer, family
prayer is also valuable. Your family
is the first place where you learn
about God and will always be a
place where you can openly discuss
your feelings with your parents.
Gather with your family and pray
together, seeking God’s guidance

and courage to stay true to your
belief, and wisdom to make wise
choices in every aspect of life. Let
prayer be a constant companion,
connecting you with God and pro-
viding the foundation for navigating
challenges with faith and resilience.
Next, immerse yourself in God’s
Word, the Bible. It offers knowl-
edge, solace, and inspiration. You
will learn how to deal with various
situations and problems by reading
and studying the Scriptures. The Bi-
ble provides instruction on matters
including interpersonal relation-
ships, peer pressure, identity, and
purpose.Find a mentor or a Bible
study group that can aid you along
the way and teach you more about
God’s Word.

Embrace your beliefs and surround
yourself with people who share
them. Making solid Christian con-
nections may act as a safety net
while facing difficult situations. Try
to connect with other Christians by
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joining a local church youth group or other
Christian organizations. You may support one
another, commiserate about your difficulties,
and take comfort in the knowing that you are
not alone in your religion when you work
together.

Another crucial component of a Christian
teen’s life is going to church. Attending church
enables you to meet up with other Christians,
worship God, and take part in the Holy Mass.
It offers a chance to develop spiritually and
deepen your relationship with God. You can
discover a sense of belonging and support at
church, and the body of Christ can provide
you advice and motivation.

For a Christian teen, Sunday school has great
importance as well. It is a location where you
may improve your knowledge of the Bible,
discover key biblical truths, and participate

SOUVENIR
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in discussions with peers and teachers. You
may build a strong foundation of faith and
acquire the knowledge necessary to meet
the problems of the world via Sunday school.
It offers a secure setting in which to ponder
your faith, investigate it, and form bonds with
other Christians at your age.

In conclusion, facing particular difficulties
as a Christian teen may be difficult, but with
a strong foundation in prayer, a thorough
knowledge of God’s Word, encouraging
Christian relationships, consistent church at-
tendance, and active participation in Sunday
School, you can overcome these difficulties
and grow into a more tenacious follower of
Christ. Recognise God’s faithfulness and the
fact that He is constantly by your side to give
you the courage and discernment you need to
go through adolescence.
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PRAYER!

Stx Sunday School Children sharing their views about the importance of

Prayer in daily life.

EVA MARIA

What is prayer? It is a conversation be-
tween our Heavenly Father and us.Jesus
said when you pray do not be like hypo-
crites for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the street corners to
be seen by others ;but when you pray go
into your room ,close the door and pray to
your father who is unseen. Jesus Christ
also taught his disciples the prayer Our
Father in heaven.

When to pray? We can pray at any time
any place. In the Bible we could see in
several times the importance of prayer in
the early morning. So always start your
day by pursuing God’s presence. Mark
11 :24 says therefore I tell you whatever
you use in prayer believe that you have
received it and it will be yours.Therefore
pray without ceasing.

Having said this, I conclude my words
here ...Jai Christ!

(Eva Maria is a year 8 student)
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EVA ANN BIJU

I am sharing my thoughts about prayer.

What is prayer? Prayer means talking to God..
Why do we pray everyday? we are making a good
relationship with God. The best part is we are not
disturbing God. he is not busy and always ready
to listen you anytime, anywhere because he loves
you very much.

Do you know what is the best prayer?

itis “The Lord’s Prayer “Matthew chapter 6th 9-13
Our father who art in heaven.....but deliver us
from evil, Amen

We pray this trusting and believing in you, Amen

Eva Ann Biju is a Year 2 student



NATHANIA ENTOH

Prayer is talking to God.

Prayer is the only way release the super natural
power of God in our Life.

Prayer is the key to unlock door in heaven and
lock the door of hell.

Prayer has the power to cure disease.

If your children has any kind of problem...PRAY..
Pray, Pray, Pray because. God answers prayer

Nathania Entoh : Year 2

EBATYA
MARIAM SONAL

‘Prayer’. The meaning of prayer is ‘Request’. But in
our faith, prayer is the communication between
us with our almighty God. When we pray we are
getting closer to our creator, almighty God.

Jesus Christ taught us, how to pray to our father
and showed us the path which he walked.
Disciples of Christ asked him to teach them how
to pray. Our Lord showed them how to

Purify their inner soul and fulfil our father’s will
in this world so that we children of God can
Flourish in the daily bread which our father has
given us. In my little heart, the meaning of prayer
is acceptance of God and spreading his love to this
World through me .

May our fathers love cherish in this world.

Amen.

(Ebatya Mariam Sonal is a year 2 student)

101

JOHAN MIJO

What is prayer? Simply, it means talking
to God.It is the way we communicate with
the Lord and praise him. He is always
ready to have a conversation with you at
any time and anywhere.

Next is what is the importance of prayer?
Now, I would like to discuss a bible quote
with you. It is from St. Luke 18:27 “ The
things which are impossible to men
are possible with God” by keeping our
prayers.

Let me share about how we pray? It is
easy to remember.It resembles our five
fingers.First is the thumb. Thumb is very
close to us, that means we should pray for
our family.

Next is our forefinger, that is the pointer.
So we should pray to those giving us di-
rection. eg; like preists, doctors, teachers..

Next is the middle finger which means
that lead us like the government. So, we
should pray for good guidance.

Next is the ring finger. Ring finger cannot
stand by itself. It needs the help of other
fingers to stand, which means we should
for those who are in need, who are sick,
or who are in pain. The last is our little
finger. Here we can submit our prayer to
our own needs.

So, Finally we should thank God for all the
things he has given to us. So, I am con-
cluding my words. Let us pray together.
Thank you

(Fohan Mijo is a year 8 student)
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SUSAN THOMAS

Prayer and why is it important to pray.
Philippians 4:6 says,

“Don’t worry about anything; instead,
pray about everything. Tell God

what you need and thank him

for all He has done.”

Have you ever wondered during
prayer in Sunday school or home,
and thought to yourself, why

should I pray????God knows
everything, and he can hear my
thoughts. So, what is the point?

Well think about it like this,

imagine that you had a friend who
loved you so much, and you loved
them too. You were so close to

each other; it was like you could
read each other’s mind. You felt

like you didn’t have to say

anything, and your friend would
just understand. But one day, your
friend had to move away. To

stay close with each other, you
promised to talk on the phone every
day. Even though you can’t see

your friend, you would tell them
everything and they do the same.

If you stopped calling your friend, you
wouldn’t be that close anymore, right?

That’s exactly how it is with us and
God. God wants to have a close
relation with us. He loves it when
we share our thoughts, desire, and
fears. When we stand up to pray,
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we can tell God anything and

He hears us and responds. He has
so much love for us, and he shares
this love through prayer.

Without prayer we won't have a
close relationship with God, and we
will have a hard time hearing

what He wants to say to us.

Jeremiah 29:13 says, “If we seek
God with all of our heart, we will
find him.” Through prayer we

open our heart and seek God.
Before dying on the cross, Jesus
when to the Garden of Gethsemene
and prayed for us and told

Father the God everything that was
in his heart. This is how we should
pray too. Never hold anything

back when you pray.

Jesus taught his disciples to pray
without ceasing. That means you
pray when you are happy, when
we are sad, and even when

you don’t feel like it.

We should pray to praise God to
thanks him for his grace and guid-
ance and have to pray for other

just like Jesus prayed for us.

I would like to conclude by reminding
you all to be faithful and consistent

in your relationship with

God.

02
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Rental Property
Management

Service Offer
« We photograph & advertise your property

- We make appointments & show
Prospective Tenants

- We conduct Ref, Tenancy,Credit Bkg checks

« We prepare Tenancy Agreements and
bond documents

» All maintenance, repairs, etc can be
overseen/ organised by ourselves

- Rental review, Periodic inspections

« Outgoing tenant inspections /finalisation

of the tenancy
« Keeping up to date with tenancy legislation

RATISH KURIAN -021 1820664 [{3l\ VARG
2/84 Rosier Rd, Glen Eden, Auckland 0602
info@cocoonservices.co.nz www.cocoonservices.co.nz

Built on old fashioned values of
honesty, integrity & commitment




The church bells were rung and all the people ran from neighbourhood to neighbourhood to see what was

happening at the church. Bava entered the church and sat on the steps of the altar.

b

AARON JIMMY

aint Baselios Yeldho was the
Smaphrain of the East of the

Syriac Orthodox Church from
1678 until his resignation in 1684.
He is venerated as a saint in the
Orthodox Church, Malankara Jac-
obite Syrian Orthodox Church and
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
and his feast day is 3rd October.

History

Baselios lived in the village of
Kooded (now known as Karakosh)
near Mosul in Iraq the place where
Marth Smooni and her seven chil-
dren experienced martyrdom. At a
very young age he joined the Mar
Bahanan monastery and became a
monk. In 1678 he was consecrated
Maphriyana by the Patriach of
Antioch Moran Mar Ignatius Abdul
Masiha I. In 1685 at the age of 92
Bava set for a difficult adventure to
India.

Journey to India

Bava set of for an interesting
journey to India. Bava came to
Kothamangalam, India during the
times of Portuguese executions.
Bava remained very careful as the
Portuguese had already executed
a Patriach. It was said the Bava
helped many people during heavy
flooding in Pallivasal in Munnar.
From there the saint accompanied
by the Episcopo Ivanious made way
to Kothamangalam. Bava strictly
told the Episcopo to get up a tree
and hide in it while he continued
the rest of the way by foot. When he
arrived in an area where he could
see that people inhabited it he asked
a nearby Hindu farmer to show him
the way to the nearest Church. The
man hesitated, because he could
not leave his cattle unattended.
Bava drew a circle around the cattle
and said the cattle will not go past
the circle he had drawn. The man
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then without hesitation showed him the way
to the church. The Hindu man realized that
Bava was a man of God. The man’s sister at the
time was in labor pains. He told Bava the news
and told him to get two plump coconuts from
the tree. The man climbed up the tree to get
coconuts, but the tree was said to have bent
and there was no need for him to climb the
tree at all! The man thought the coconuts were
for the Bava to drink, but instead he blessed
it and gave it to the man to give his sister. An
hour later the man came back and told Bava
that his sister had delivered a baby boy. At this
time to the man realised that the cattle had not

IOL ) P

moved from the circle they were drawn within.
The man then gladly showed Bava the way to
the Church. This Hindu family’s descendants
led the procession every year.

Bava in Kothamangalam, India

In late September of 1685, Baselios Bava joined
Cheriapally, Kothamangalam a Marthoman
church. The church bells were rung and all the
people ran from neighbourhood to neighbour-
hood to see what was happening at the church.
Bava entered the church and sat on the steps of
the altar. After a tough journey Bava was very
tired. Three days after he became severely ill.
On the third afternoon after being severely ill,
he went to eternal rest. Bava died on the 29th
of September 1685 at the age of 92. When Bava
died many people were crowding around him.
Bava told the people not to crowd around but
instead to look at the cross and if there is a
light he has gone into eternal rest. The cross on
which the people looked on in 1685 is still there
today. People both believers and non- believers
still go to that cross and pray, light candles, and
pour oil.

Though St.Yeldho Mar Baselios only lived in
Malankara for a few days, his name had spread
far and wide leaving a lasting mark in the
history of the Malankara Church. Fulfilling the
wishes of the multitude of the faithful, the Holy
Church in 1987 included the name of this holy
Saint in the 5th Diptych (Thubden) of the Holy
Communion order of service. The Church is
indebted to this Holy Saint who suffered for the
sake of the church and arrived at Malankara at
avery old age.
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An intimate letter from our Lord

“The FATHER"

Every good gift that you receive comes from my hand (Fames 1:17). For I am your provider and I meet all
your needs (Matthew 6:31-33). My plan for your future is always filled with hope (Feremiah 29:11)

y child,
You may not know me, but
I know you completely. I

know you when you sit and stand.
I am familiar with all your ways
(Psalms 139:1, 2, 3). Even the very
hairs on your head are numbered
MATHEW (Matt 10:29-31). For you are made
JOSEPH . .

in my image (Gene 1:27). In me you
move, live, and have your being for
you are my offspring (Acts 17:28). I
know you even before you were con-
ceived (Jeremiah 1:4-5). I chose you
when I planned creation (Ephesians
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1:11-12). You were not a mistake, for
all your days are written in my book
(Psalm 139:15-16). Determined the
exact time of your birth and where
you would live (Acts 17:26). You are
fearfully and wonderfully made
(Psalm 139:14).

Iknowyoutogetherinyour mother’s
womb (Psalm 139:13). And brought
you forth on the day you were born
(Psalms 71:16). I have been misrep-
resented by those who don’t know
me (John 8: 41-44). I am not distant
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and angry, but I am the complete expression
of love (1John 4:16). And I desire to lavish my
love on you simply because you are my child,
and I am your Father (1 John 3:1). I offer you
more than your Earthly Father ever could
(Matthew 7:11). For I am the perfect Father
(Matthew 5:48).

Every good gift that you receive comes from
my hand (James 1:17). For I am your provider
and I meet all your needs (Matthew 6:31-33).
My plan for your future is always filled with
hope (Jeremiah 29:11). Because I care for
you and love you with everlasting love (Jer-
emiah 31:3). My thoughts towards you are as
countless as the sand on the seashore (Psalm
139:17-18). And I rejoice over you with singing
(Zephaniah 3:17). I will never stop doing good
to you (Jeremiah 39:4). And I want to show
you great and marvellous things (Jeremiah
33:3). If you seek me with all your heart, you
will find me (Deuteronomy 4:28). Delight in
me. I will give you the desires of your heart
(Psalm 37:4). For it is I who gave you the de-
sires (Philippians 2:13). I am able to do more
for you than you ever could imagine (Ephe-
sian 3:20). For I am your greatest encourager
(2 Thessalonian 2:16-17).

I am the Father who comforts you in all your
troubles (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). When you are

broken-hearted, I am close to you (Psalms
34:18). As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have
carried you close to my heart (Isaiah 40:11).
One day, I will wipe away all the tears from
your eyes. And I take away all the pains you
have suffered on the earth (Revelations 21:3-
4).I am your Father, and I love you even as I
love my son JESUS (John 17:23). For in Jesus
my love for you is revealed (John 17:26). HE
is the exact representation of my being (He-
brews 1:3). He came to demonstrate that I am
for you not against you (Romans 8:31). And
to tell you that I am not counting your sins
(2 Corinthians 5:18-19). Jesus died so that
you and I could be reconciled (2 Corinthians
5:18-19). His death was the ultimate expres-
sion of my love for you (1 John 4:10). I gave
up everything I loved that I might gain your
love (Romans 8:31-32). And nothing will ever
separate you from my love again (Romans
8:38-39). Come home, I will throw the biggest
party the heaven has ever seen (Luke 15:7). I
have always been Father, and I will always be
“The Father”.

Now my question is, “WILL YOU BE MY
CHILD?” (John 1:12-13). I am waiting for “you”
(Luke 15:11-32).

With lots of love and hugs,
your DAD in Heaven - “ALMIGHTY GOD”

ST.PETER’S JACOBITE SYRIAN
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
AUCKLAND



BEYOND THE MONEY:

THE TRUE MEANING
BEHIND

Growing up, I witnessed my parents giving generously to the church and the community, leaving a lifelong

T
——

impression on me. While I didn’t always understand the spiritual significance of tithing, I could see the

tangible impact it had on the people and organisations that received their support.
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oney is a ubiquitous
aspect of our lives, and it
can be easy to get lost in

the pursuit of wealth and material
possessions. However, as Chris-
tians, we are called to prioritise our
relationship with God above all else,
and tithing is one of the ways we
can demonstrate this commitment.
Tithing is more than just a religious
duty; it is a way of giving back to
the community and supporting
the work of the church. In a world
where self-centeredness and indi-
vidualism seem to be the norm, tith-
ing provides us with an opportunity
to connect with something greater
than ourselves and make a positive
impact on the world around us.

As awriter for this article, it’s impor-
tant to share a personal connection
and passion for the topic at hand.
While I have struggled with my own
faith at times, I have been blessed to

have parents who instilled in me the
importance of giving wholeheart-
edly.

Growing up, I witnessed my parents
giving generously to the church and
the community, leaving a lifelong
impression on me. While I didn’t
always understand the spiritual sig-
nificance of tithing, I could see the
tangible impact it had on the people
and organisations that received
their support.

As I've grown older, I have come
to appreciate the biblical teachings
on tithing and understand it as an
essential aspect of Christian faith
and practice. While I have not ex-
perienced many financial struggles
and setbacks, I have always felt a
sense of peace and trust in God’s
provision when I have given gener-
ously to others.
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In writing this article, I hope to share with
others the joy and blessings that can come
from tithing and encourage them to consider
how they can give back to their communities
and support the work of their churches.

Ultimately, tithing is not just about fulfilling
a religious obligation but about living a life
of generosity and financial temperance.
Through giving, we can strengthen our faith,
help our communities, and experience the
transformative power of God’s bountiful love
and grace in our lives.

So why do we need to tithe? In this article, I
look to shed light on the biblical teachings on
tithing and explain why it is such an essential
aspect of Christian faith and practice.

What is Tithing?
Tithing refers to the Biblical practice of giving

SOUVENIR
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a tenth of one’s income or resources to the
church or religious organisation. The concept
of tithing has its roots in the Old Testament,
where God commanded the Israelites to give
a tenth of their crops and livestock to sup-
port the work of the priests and the temple
(Leviticus 27:30-32). The word “tithe” means
“tenth,” and it acknowledges that everything
we have comes from God.

Why Should We Tithe?

1. It is a Commandment

Tithing is not an optional practice; it is a
commandment from God. In Malachi 3:8-
10, God says, “Will a man rob God? Yet you
are robbing me! But you say, ‘How have we
robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions.
You are cursed with a curse, for you are rob-
bing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the
full tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. And thereby put me to

the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour
down for you a blessing until there is no more
need”

God’s commandment to tithe is clear. It is
not just about giving to the church; it is about
obeying God’s word and trusting Him to pro-
vide for our needs.

2. It is a Sign of Gratitude

Tithing is also a way of expressing our grat-
itude to God for all He has given unto us. In
2 Corinthians 9:6-7, Paul says, “The point is
this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. Each one must give as
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.”

When we give cheerfully and generously, we
demonstrate our faith in God’s provision and
grace, which He has bestowed unto us.

3. It Helps Support the Work of the Church
Tithing is not just about obeying God’s com-
mandment or expressing gratitude; it is also
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about supporting the work of the church. In
1 Corinthians 9:13-14, Paul says, “Do you not
know that those who are employed in the
temple service get their food from the temple,
and those who serve at the altar share in the
sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord
commanded that those who proclaim the gos-
pel should get their living by the gospel”

The church relies on the support of its mem-
bers to carry out its ministries and programs.
Tithing ensures that the church has the re-
sources to carry out its mission of spreading
the gospel and part-take in worship and com-
munion for the Lord’s people.

4. It Teaches Us to Prioritise God

Tithing is a way of prioritising God in our lives.
When we give God the firstfruits of our labour,
we demonstrate that He is the most essential
part of our lives. In Proverbs 3:9-10 it says,
“Honour the Lord with your wealth and with
the firstfruits of all your produce; then your
barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats
will be bursting with wine.”

As Christians, we are called to prioritise God
above all else, recognising that worldly mate-
rial possessions are temporary and fleeting. In
Matthew 6:19-20, Jesus tells us to not store up
for ourselves treasures on earth, where moths
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal. Instead, we are to store up for
ourselves treasures in heaven, where they will
last for eternity.

By tithing, it is a way for us to acknowledge
that everything we have comes from Him and
that we are merely stewards of His blessings.
As Romans 6:23 reminds us, “For the wages of
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Through His grace and mercy, we have been
given the opportunity to receive this gift of
eternal life, even though we are all born in sin.
Tithing is one way we can express our grati-
tude for this incredible gift and participate in
the work of His kingdom.

Therefore, by tithing, we not only experi-
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ence the joy and blessings that come from
obedience to His word but also contribute to
the spreading of the Gospel message and the
building of His kingdom.

5.1t is a Way to Give Back

Tithing is also a way of giving back to the
community. The church is a vital part of the
community, and it relies on the support of
its members to carry out its ministries and
programs. When we tithe, we give back to the
community and help to support those in need.

Tithing is not just about giving money; it can
also include giving of oneself in other ways,
such as time, effort, and resources. For exam-
ple, volunteering at the church or donating
items to those in need are both forms of tithing.

6. It Brings Blessings

Tithing can also bring blessings into our lives.
In Malachi 3:10, God says, “Bring the full tithe
into the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house. And thereby put me to the test, says
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the win-
dows of heaven for you and pour down for you
a blessing until there is no more need.”

God promises to bless those who obey His
commandments, including tithing. When we
believe in God’s provision and give generously,
He can bless us in ways we never thought
possible.

The Bible is full of examples of individuals
who exemplify the true meaning of Christian
giving through their selflessness and transfor-
mation.

One such example is Job, a wealthy man who
lost everything - his family, his possessions,
and his health - yet remained faithful to God.
Amid his suffering, Job still found ways to give
back to others. In Job 31:16-23, he says:

“If T have denied the desires of the poor or let
the widow’s eyes grow weary, if I have kept
my bread to myself, not sharing it with the



fatherless--but from my youth I reared them
as a father would, and from my birth I guided
the widow--if I have seen anyone perishing
for lack of clothing, or a needy man without
a garment, and his heart did not bless me for
warming him with the fleece from my sheep,
if I have raised my hand against the father-
less, knowing that I had influence in court,
then let my arm fall from the shoulder, let it
be broken off at the joint”

Job’s example shows that despite personal
hardship, we can still find ways to give back
to others and honour God through our gen-
erosity.

Another example is the apostle Paul, who
transformed dramatically from a persecutor
of Christians to a zealous follower of Christ.
In his letter to the Corinthians, he encourages
them to give generously, saying:

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each
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of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”
(2 Corinthians 9:6-7)

Paul’s example reminds us that giving should
be done with a joyful and willing heart, not
out of obligation or duty.

However, one of the most powerful examples
of Christian giving comes from Christ Jesus
himself. In Mark 12:41-44, Jesus watches as
wealthy people put large amounts of money
into the temple treasury. But then a poor
widow comes and puts in two small copper
coins, worth only a few cents. Jesus tells his
disciples, “Truly I tell you; this poor widow
has put more into the treasury than all the
others. They all gave out of their abundance,
but she out of her poverty put in everything-
all she had to live on.”

The widow’s example depicts that true giving
is not about the amount we give, but about the
heart behind it. She gave all she had sacrifi-
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cially, even though it was a small amount. Her
example should challenge us to consider how
we can give sacrificially, even when we don’t
have much to give.

On the other hand, there is the example of
the rich man in Luke 12:16-21, who had a
bountiful harvest and decided to build bigger
barns to store his excess wealth. He said to
himself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for
many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be
merry.” But God responded to him, “You fool!
This very night your life will be demanded
from you. Then who will get what you have
prepared for yourself?”

The rich man’s example reminds us that
giving is not just about accumulating wealth
for ourselves but about using our resources
to bless others and honour God. We cannot
take our possessions with us when we die,
80 it’s important to consider how we can use
them to make a difference in the world while
we still can.

In all of these examples, we see how Christian
giving is not just about monetary donations,
but about a heart of generosity and self-
lessness. We are called to give sacrificially,
joyfully, and with a spirit of abundance,
recognising that everything we have comes
from God and ultimately belongs to Him.
Furthermore, tithing is not just limited to giv-
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ing money to the church. It can also involve
giving of our time, talents, and resources to
support the work of God’s kingdom. This can
include volunteering at the church, serving
in ministry, or supporting missionaries and
outreach programs. 1 Peter 4:10 says, “Each
of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards
of God’s grace in its various forms.”

Ultimately, tithing is a way for us to participate
in God’s work and be a blessing to others. It is
not just a religious obligation, but a way of life
that reflects our love for God and our commit-
ment to His kingdom. By giving sacrificially
and joyfully, we not only support the work of
the church but also experience the joy and
blessings that come from being obedient to
God’s word.

In today’s fast-paced and materialistic world,
tithing can seem like an outdated and irrele-
vant practice. However, as Christians, we are
called to prioritise our relationship with God
and put our trust in His provision. Tithing is
not just about giving money; it is about giving
of oneself in other ways, such as time, effort,
and resources.

So let us embrace the practice of tithing and
use it as a way to give back to the community
and make a positive impact on the world
around us.
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SILENC '

I used to think that silence was a void that
needed to be filled,

But silence is not nothingness,

It never was!

It’s full of unspoken words,
Which make our throat bleed.
It’s full of unresolved mysteries,
Tangled like numerous threads!

KEZIA
ANN KURIAN

Silence is filled with stillness...

And it’s in the moments of stillness that we
feel most alone,

Our thoughts,

Our fears,

they linger,

And they cut us to the bone!

Being comfortable with silence is a rare art,
Those who experience this uncomfortable
comfort

Fall in love with silence!

4 Where they come across unspoken words,
Where they discover old and new scars,

Where they untangle the threads,

And use them to weave together the future!

Because silence is full of beauty,
And all the things we cannot see,
The sound of our own heartbeat,




piritual, an adjective of spirit,
derives its meaning from the
Latin word SPIRITUS, mean-
ing breath. Spiritual refers to either
religious beliefs or to anything that
goes beyond mere physical exist-
ence, i.e., a sense of connection to

od to come into our
ere to protect, direct,

encourage participation to ad-
vocate for a cause. This has to
come from within oneself.

These assets are found in every
culture and community and are
valued. They can be as follows:

JA\S(GZIS\I; something bigger than ourselves. Advocating for justice
Spirituality is the state of being ded- Practicing humility
icated to God, religion or spiritual Sharing hospitality

values and NOT material values.
Spiritual assets refer to qualities
that enable us to do what is right
and good for everyone. These are
connected also with the work of
community building. This requires
not just skill, but also the enthusi-
asm a person conveys through:

1. Awarm supportive comment
The willingness to shrug off a
temporary setback

3. The spirit one brings in to

Forgiveness in daily life
Being charitable towards others

S

These habits should be inculcated
repeatedly and sustained. Though
it takes time and effort, it becomes
habitual, but can be tiring. At times
our spiritual reserves may deplete
and we become spiritually numb.
We can choose to withdraw tempo-
rarily and then be rejuvenated.

Some may find their spiritual life
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is linked to their association with
a church, temple, mosque or syna-
gogue; others may find comfort in
their personal relationship with God
or a higher power. Yet some others
seek meaning in their connections
to nature or art. Your definition may
change throughoutlife. Apostle Paul
described the calling as a summons
from God to practice spiritual gifts
mentioned in 1st Corinthians 12:
8-11. These are capabilities received
instantly, but selectively. Gifts are
not the real goal but the gateway to
goal-edification. The Holy Spirit is
a divine person, our comforter and
helper. He works:

«  With us to save us
« Inside us to sanctify
« Upon us to supercharge us.

Satan is powerful and dissuades
us from being filled with the Holy

Spirit. At Pentecost, 120 people in
the upper room got filled with the
Holy Spirit. The fruit of the spirit
mentioned in Galatians 5: 22-23,
are spiritual characteristics and it
is time consuming to possess them.
Once attained, is a true mark of
Godliness showing that Jesus has
taken residence in our hearts.

Religion and spirituality are not the
same, nor are they entirely distant
from one another. They are like two
overlapping circles; where the cir-
cles overlap the individual experi-
ences are seen which influence the
way one thinks, feels, and behaves.

If we are spiritual, our attitudes and
environment of heart are perfect
enough for God to come into our
hearts. Once God dwells in, the
fragrance will radiate from us to
others. God is there to protect, di-
rect, and correct us.
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Dear Readers in Christ,

Below are records of an interview that I conducted in Heaven. It speaks
from a man who had witnessed the presence of Christ during his time
on earth. I recall the Lord describing his servant, David, as a man after
my own heart (Acts 13:22). I am keen to publish his life story because
his faith and confidence in the Lord will inspire future readers on earth.

RIMA

BABY .. . . .
This interview should not be just read but believed. We see a deep sur-

render to Jesus Christ in David’s life, as he can purify us from every sin

(1John 1:7).

Yours sincerely,
Angel Gabriel

Sitting in the 3rd Heaven, Angel
Gabriel walks to greet David (2
Corinthians 12:2).

Angel Gabriel: David, I hope you
are well in Christ. What have you
been busy with?

David: I've been playing the harp
for the Lord during our worship (1
Samuel 16: 14:23), and after hours,
been praying three times as my
dedication to the Lord (Psalms
55:17). I hope you are also busy,
Gabriel?

Angel Gabriel: Yes, indeed, for
the Lord has instructed me to
compile a set of testimonies for
his readers on earth.

David: And what will this book do?

Angel Gabriel: I believe it will
touch many people’s lives - we
hope that all humanity finds Joy
in receiving Christ as their Sav-
iour. And indeed, I can make use
of your testimony to help.

David: More the merrier — I am
ready to begin when you are.

Angel Gabriel: David, could you
please introduce yourself and
narrate your past life to the read-
ers of the earth?

David: My name is David, and I am
an Ephrathite from Bethlehem,
Judah. I am the youngest son of
my father, Jessie. Being born into
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a family of eight, my father found it difficult to
raise his sons as we struggled for the means
to live. Fortunately, three of my brothers -
Eliab, Abinadab and Shammah, were in the
army of Saul, so this provided our necessities.
As the youngest, my father had placed me to
look after the sheep. I remember those days
when wild bears and lions would attack my
sheep, and I, using my bare hands, would kill
them all.

Angel Gabriel: What was the turning point in
your life?

David: Some months later, we had a surprise
visit from Prophet Samuel. My father, Jesse,
trembled with fear and asked whether this
was a peaceful visit (1 Samuel 16:4). To my fa-
ther’s surprise, he learnt that one of his sons
would be the King of Israel. My father burst
into joy, thinking they would be no more
famine. I, however, was left to take care of
the sheep. I did not question when my father
stopped me, and I carried on with my usual
duties.

Angel Gabriel: Were you hurt when you were
left behind?

David: I must say I was, for I was curious
about what this visit means. But looking
back, I can happily say, though my father and
mother may forsake me, the Lord will receive
me (Psalms 27:10).

Angel Gabriel: And then what happened
next?

David: A short while, I was called by some
men who carried me to the Prophet Samuel.
Perplexed and Lo! I was soon anointed with
Olive oil to proclaim as a King. Let me tell you,

there is a living Jesus Christ who will raise
you. Even my family underestimated my
abilities, but Christ wants someone who can
forever love him earnestly. Jesus Christ had
abundantly showered his blessings upon me.
He gave me the strength to defeat Goliath; he
enriched my wealth and offered me children
and victory in all my battles.

Angel Gabriel: Christian Life is not a bed
of roses but a path of thorns. David, do you
agree with this statement?

David: I certainly do, Angel Gabriel! I have
encountered many problems in my life. I
remember the day I struck Uriah and became
responsible for the death of my child. I cried,
“My God and My God, why have you forsaken
me?” (Psalm 22:1). Troubles continued in the
royal courts - my son Absalom murdered Am-
mon and then tried to overthrow me from my
kingdom. How accurate was the Lord’s com-
mand - “Your family will never have peace.” (2
Samuel 12:10). But during those dark days, the
Lord’s presence was with me. Blessed is he,
whose transgressions is forgiven, whose sin
is covered (Psalm 32:1).

Angel Gabriel: David, what do you want to
say to the readers of this earth?

David: Be ready to take up the cross! Our
Christ had done the same way upon his cru-
cifixion. But, situations will arise when the
cross is heavy to bear. However, they will be
situations where someone will take the heav-
iness for you. I want to do the same as Simon
of Cyrene held Jesus’s Cross.

Angel Gabriel: Now that you have listened to the testimony of David and understood the sweet-
ness of Christian life, Jesus Christ reminds us that it is never too late to experience his salvation.
He is waiting for everyone to repent and turn away from their sins. Jesus Christ strives for us
all to become his witnesses.

So, I ask the future readers: Will you surrender your lives to Jesus Christ?
The End.
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Holy Qurbana

IN THE ANTIOCHIAN SYRIAN CHURCH

The belief of mystical presence in the Holy Qurbana was followed from the early
centuries in the Church.

The Antiochian Syrian Church yet He chose to be revealed to us
believes and celebrates Holy through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Qurbana (etymologically, Qarab The ‘Mystical Presence’ of God
means ‘to draw near’) asthequeen is fundamental to the Oriental
of sacraments. This is because of  Churches. This teaching about the
the belief that in the Holy Qurbana  Holy Qurbana makes the Oriental
(Holy Offering), we experience the = Churches unique. Jesus Christ is

ROJIN ROY mystical presence of God which  present in the Holy Qurbana in a
is real. Of the seven sacraments frue, real and substantial way and
in the Church namely Baptism, it is a mystery. The Holy Qurbana
Holy Moron (Confirmation), Holy  is celebrated for all the members
Qurbana (Eucharist), Reconcili- of the Church - both the departed
ation, Marriage, Ordination and and the living faithful.

Anointing of the sick, except
anointing of the sick, all the sac- The belief of mystical presence in
raments are celebrated inside the  the Holy Qurbana was followed
Church building (Palli). Through from the early centuries in the
these sacraments, the faithful Church. It is evident from the
of the Holy Church receives the writings of the early Church Fa-
invisible grace of God. However, thers like St. Ignatius of Antioch
in the Holy Qurbana, God himself  (AD 110), Justin Martyr (AD 151),
is present who took human form  Irenaeus (AD 189), Tertullian (AD
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 210), Hippolytis (AD 217), Origen
(AD 248), Cyprian of Carthage (AD
251), Aphraahat the Persian Sage
Holy Qurbana - The Mystical (AD 340), St. John Chrysostom
Presence of God (AD 344), St. Cyril (Koorilos) of Je-
The fundamental teaching of the rusalem (AD 350), St. Athanasius
Antiochian Syrian Church about ofAlexandria(AD 367), St. Ephrem
Holy Qurbana is the mystical pres-  of Nisibis (AD 373), St. Ambrose of
ence of God. It is not something  Milan (AD 390), St. Augustine (AD
one can prove scientifically, butit  405) and in the Council of Ephe-
is something mystical. God is be-  sus (AD 431). However, the differ-
yond the human comprehension, ence with other Churches is their
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teaching in the mode of Christ’s presence in
the Holy Eucharist.

Mode of Christ’s presence in the Holy
Eucharist in Roman Catholic and Protestant
Churches

The Roman Catholic Church uses the term
‘transubstantiation’, which was widely used
after the Fourth Council of Lateran (1215).
With the influence of Aristotelian metaphys-
ics, the Roman Church teaches that whole
substance of Bread and Wine changes into
the substance of Body and Blood of Christ.
Swiss Protestant reformer Huldrych Zwingli
(1531) held the idea of ‘memorialism’ that
Eucharist is purely symbolic representation
and commemorative ceremony. Lutheran
Churches uses ‘consubstantiation’ (1536) -
Christ’s body and blood coexist with the con-
secrated bread and wine. Anglican Church
uses ‘Receptionism’ (1867) to teach that the
bread and wine remains unchanged after
consecration but the faithful receives body
and blood of Christ by faith, ‘sacramental gift
by faith’.

Unlike the Antiochian traditions, all these
teachings are later developments and the
Antiochian Church rejects these Protestant
teachings and considers as heretical doc-
trines.

Holy Qurbana in the Antiochian church

Human beings come in union with their
creator, God, through the Holy Qurbana. An-
tiochian Church traditionally celebrates Holy
Qurbana with the leavened bread which sym-
bolizes the continuity from the Last Supper of
the Lord. In the Bible Melchizedek, the king
of Salem (Gen 14:18) was the first person to
offer Bread and Wine to God, though we come
across various offerings in the Old Testament
starting from Abel (Gen 4:4), Abraham (Gen
22:1-13), Passover (Exo 12:21-23), Jephthah
(Jud 11:31-40) and Samuel (1 Sam 7:9-10). In
the New Testament Christ offers Himself
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to His Heavenly Father with His crucifixion
and death. In the liturgical celebration of the
Holy Qurbana, we commemorate the nativity,
baptism, crucifixion, death, resurrection, as-
cension and the second coming - the “God is
with us’ experience - Emmanuel experience
(Matt 1:23).

The liturgy of the Holy Qurbana in the Anti-
ochian Syrian Church

The Holy Qurbana covers the Old Testament
events in the preparatory service. The public
service covers the New Testament life events
of Jesus Christ namely, Incarnation, Baptism,
Public life and proclamation of the Word of
God, The Last Supper, Crucifixion, Death
and Resurrection, Ascension and the Second
Coming.

+ Preparatory Service (Thuyobo): Holy
Qurbana begins with the preparatory
services which consists of the order
of Melchizedek and the order of Aaron
which is done privately inside the closed
veil. Malchizedek is seen as the prototype
of Jesus Christ.

«  Public Service (Trisagion, Readings of the
Bible, Evangelion, Promeon, Hoosoyo and
Sedro, Blessing of the Censer, the Nicene
Creed, The Kiss of Peace). The public ser-
vice symbolizes the Incarnation, Baptism
and Public life of Jesus, proclaiming the
Word of God. The faithful who meditates
the Word of God and teachings of the
apostle, repents and pray for forgiveness
(Hoosoyo), reconciles with God (Nicene
creed) and with fellow beings (Kiss of
peace).

« Anaphora (Bowing of Head, Benediction,
Eucharistic Prayer, Celebration of Holy
Qurbana, Anamnesis — Sacrificial Memo-
rial, Invocation of Holy Spirit, Diptychs
- Thubden, Jesus’s Passion, Death and
Resurrection, Lord’s prayer, Elevation
of Holy Mysteries) Anaphora is lifting
humans towards God to experience the
mystical presence of God through the
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Last Supper, Crucifixion, Death, Resurrec-
tion, and Ascension into Heaven.

+ Concluding Prayers (Hymn of Eucharistic
Devotion / Communion of the Saints
- Dhoopa Prarthana, Second Coming,
Prayers of Thanksgiving, Receiving of the
Holy Qurbana). Along with Mother Mary,
Saints, Departed Fathers of the Church
and all the Departed Faithful, the Church
is proclaiming the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ. All the prayers in the Holy
Qurbana are addressed to God, the Father,
except in the thanksgiving, which is to
God, the Son.

Conclusion

Jesus Christ founded the Holy Qurbana in His
Last Supper. The Antiochian Church believes
that the Holy Qurbana is celebrated in the
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presence of all the departed and the living
faithful of the Church. It is evident from the
great intercession prayers (thubden, etymo-
logically means again), the first three prayers
are for the living - namely Spiritual Fathers,
faithful and rulers and the last three prayers
are for the departed - Mother of God and
Saints, Spiritual Fathers and faithful departed.
Thus, we pray for the remission of sins of
both the departed and living faithful. The
Antiochian Holy Qurbana symbolizes cosmic
worship - the presence of the Heavenly con-
gregation with all the creations, the Church,
represents not only the departed and living
faithful but also the generations to come. It is
the representation of worship in Heaven. By
participating and receiving the Holy Qurbana
the faithful become worthy of eternal life.
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Lead them to Jesus

Children are a gift and blessing from God. Take a moment to think about our own story. Think about our

Jamily of origin. How did God use the circumstances in our life to bring us to ourselves? How can we lead

them to Christ? This is all the essence of who we are - it is a story our children need to hear.
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Let’s try to taste the love of Jesus
to his children...

When we communicate to children
that we are “going to learn about
Christ,” we are expressing our
desire to become closer to Him or
discuss topics related to Him. How-
ever, is this approach effective and
beneficial?

Jesus said, “Let the little children
come to me,” and He meant it!

Jesus should be the One at the
centre of a child’s world. Children
should aim for Jesus. They should
aim to establish a personal relation-
ship with God and to receive God’s
Grace! But that’s easier said than

done. When children are asked to
draw something, most drawings
will have a house, a tree, and a smil-
ing sun. In a young child’s world,
Jesus is not usually in sight. So how
do we help children draw Jesus into
their pictures? How do we connect
them with Jesus when they do not
see Him?

Bible engagement should be Jesus
engagement. When we explore the
Bible with children, it should never
be like a history lesson being taught
to them. When we ask a child to
open the Bible, it is not about get-
ting near to Jesus. It is about them
feeling the presence of Jesus! They
should feel that they are in the arms
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of Jesus and whatever happens He won't let
go off them.

So how do we help children meet Jesus?
They cannot book an appointment to visit
Him. Jesus lived on earth more than 2,000
years ago. Meeting Jesus is not easy, but it is
possible. Children should tend to visualize the
invisible. With encouragement and guidance,
they can go beyond the limits of their current
knowledge, environment, and reality.

Let us progress from telling children about
Jesus to helping them meet Jesus. Meeting
Him is far better than learning about Him.
When we learn about someone, it is remote
and impersonal. But when we meet someone,
it is up close and personal. When it is up close
and personal with Jesus, that is when trans-
formation happens.

Narration of our personal Jesus

Children are a gift and blessing from God.
Take a moment to think about our own story.
Think about our family of origin. How did God
use the circumstances in our life to bring us to
ourselves? How can we lead them to Christ?
This is all the essence of who we are - it is a
story our children need to hear.

There is a difference between knowing Jesus
and knowing about Jesus. We should enjoy
telling our children aspects of our own faith
story in the context of the age they are, the
experiences they are facing and how we felt
Jesus guided us when we were encountering
similar situations.

Help our children to understand that Jesus
loves them with an everlasting love. Teach our
children how Jesus conquered death once
and for all, by rising from the grave. He lives
eternally.

“You will seek me and find me when you seek
me with all your heart”. We must share with
our children that meeting Jesus starts with a
desire to see Him. When children give their
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love and devotion totally to Jesus, that is when
they will be able to see Him.

One Step Closer to Jesus

The first representation a child has of God
is their parents. Showing them Christ in our
everyday life, is essential to them, taking one
step closer to Jesus every day.

Parenting is one of God’s most important
callings. Only Jesus achieved perfection, thus
God does not expect parents to be perfect. He
encourages us to look to Christ, the forerun-
ner and perfecter of our faith, and to follow
his footsteps as best we can, seeking his guid-
ance. By creating a sense of belonging and
connection, we can help to keep our children
engaged and committed to their faith.

One of the best things that we can do as par-
ents is to establish the habit of one-on-one
time with each of our children. It can be daily
or weekly, but it needs to be built into our life
rhythm. A failure to establish this time will
leave you saying later in life, “I should have
done that”

Grow in Jesus
“Direct your children onto the right path, and
when they are older, they will not leave it”

Grow in Jesus means grow in fruits of the
spirit. The good fruit that grows in our chil-
dren’s lives as a result of being with Christ is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. The
fruits of the Spirit are not a to do list. Just like
we cannot tell an apple tree to try harder to
bear fruit, we cannot tell our kids to try harder
to bear spiritual fruit. Fruit is produced slowly,
almost invisibly.

We can nurture and help bring out the fruits of
the Spirit that already reside in our children’s
hearts. It is a powerful and humbling honour
as a parent to help nurture the fruits of the
Spirit that already resides inside them. This
establishes in their hearts and minds that it is



God’s power working in us that allows us to
grow in the fruits of the Spirit and I am a child
of Jesus Christ. I will admit, we are too busy to
focus our time and attention on our children’s
personalities, development and behaviours
and skills but at the same time we have a sense
of duty to teach and nurture our children for
the qualities that matters most to God. We can
pray that our children would grow in the fruit
of the Spirit, but ultimately only God and the
Holy Spirit has that power.

No shortcuts. Now Is the Time

There are no shortcuts to real life. Jesus’ story
is remarkable and unique. When we share the
story of Jesus with children, we should reveal
how life comes at a cost. There’s no easy street.
Someone must pay. This is love - not that we
loved God, but that he loved us and gave his
one and only Son for our sins. Hence the bad
news about Jesus’ death on a cross is good
news! Jesus paid the ransom that sets every
child free from sin, so they can embrace and
enjoy abundant life.

A relationship with Jesus starts with children
seeing Him as the marvellous creator, pure
source, and the perfect example of life. As
children experience life as a fantastic adven-
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ture with Jesus, their relationship develops.
To strengthen the relationship, we should
assure our kids that they could talk to Jesus at
any time; He is just a thought away and always
with them. It will add to the confidence of the
children, if they see their parents kneeling in
front of God! They should experience that their
parents ask everything to God first and makes
every decision with him! It will reassure them
that their God is a Good God! He is so near to
us, so dear to us, so real to us! Finally, “My
parents’ God, mine too”

Parents have discovered that the longer the
wait to discipline their kids, the harder it gets.
Now is the time to prioritise what is most
important. I am thankful and grateful that God
has given me a chance to nurture my children
in His way. My prayer is that when we look at
our children, we will see what God sees, hear
what God says, and act accordingly to equip
our children for God’s calling in their lives. He
calls them to be disciple-making followers of
Jesus.

For I know the plans I have for you, declares
the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you a hope and a future- A
blessed Assurance for all of us!
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The word Christian is used again in the New Testament in Acts 26:28. In Verse 28, King Agripa asks

Paul whether he would be able to persuade him to become a Christian in such a short time.

LALSON
MATHEWS

he disciples of Jesus were
Tcalled Christians first at

Antioch (Acts 11:26). This
was the first mention of the word
“Christians” in the Bible. This
represents the earliest journey of
the gospel from the Jewish world
of Jerusalem to the Hellenistic
world of Antioch. Within a decade,
a completely new community
bearing the name of Jesus Christ
came into existence in Antioch.
We, the Jacobite Syrian Orthodox
Christians are the adherents of
the Christian faith which was
established in Antioch. St. Peter
who founded the Syrian Ortho-
dox Church in Antioch in AD39
became the centre of Christian
culture.

The word Christian is used again
in the New Testament in Acts
26:28. In Verse 28, King Agripa

asks Paul whether he would be
able to persuade him to become
a Christian in such a short time.
Verse 29 is Paul’s reply to king
Agripa, “Short time or long—I
pray to God that not only you but
all who are listening to me today
may become what I am, except for
these chains.” Verse 29 comprises
of the definitions of a true Chris-
tian. First of all, Paul proclaims
that he is a Christian (.. may
become what I am). Secondly,
he strongly believes that anyone
who is listening to the gospel may
become a Christian except the
inanimate (the chain he was tied
on to). Thirdly, his belief is based
on his prayers. When Paul pro-
claimed that anyone who listens
to the gospel of God may become
who he is, it is ideal to know who
Paul is, and who he was prior. Out
of 27 books in the New Testament,
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13 were attributed to Paul and half of the ‘Acts
of Apostoles’ deals with the life and works of
Paul. All this comes from a man who spent
half of his life persecuting Christians in Jeru-
salem. On his way to Damascus, God revealed
his Son to Paul (Galatians 1:16) and he saw
Lord (1 Corinthian 9:11). The transformation in
his life from the state of confronting God to
upholding God made him a true Christian. He
has got the spirit of God within him.

To get God within him, Prophet Jeremiah
ate the word of God. Jeremiah 15:16; “when
your words came, I ate them.” God’s word is
spiritual food. Similarly, God pleads to his
people in Isaiah 55:2-3 to listen to him; “Lis-
ten, listen to me, and eat what is good, and
you will delight in the richest of fare.” Eating
God’s words shall make us true Christians, as
Paul converted gentiles to Christians through
the Gospel of God. Our actions and belief
shall always be based on prayers as Paul did,
because prayer is the most powerful weapon
that strengthens us to keep up with struggles
that come across our daily life.

12050

The third use of the word Christian in bible
is in 1 Peter 4:16. And this is about how true
Christians suffer in their life, according to
Peter the apostle. The bible verse states that
“However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not
be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that
name.” The name ‘Christian’ is an honourable
title to carry. It indicates our identity in Christ
and our place in God’s family. The message
from this verse also implies that we must act
as Gods own people.

The three bible verses relating to the word
Christian carries diverse meanings. A Chris-
tian is a person who has received Christian
baptism and is believer of Jesus Christ and
Christianity. But the most important aspect of
being a true Christian is being able to reflect
the behaviour and hear of Jesus Christ. If
anyone does not have the spirit of Christ, he
does not belong to Christ (Romans 8:9). A true
Christian shall resemble Jesus Christ and the
character shall be displayed in both faith and
action.
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Queen of Sacraments

The Holy Qurbono

The public celebration of the Holy Qurbono reenacts nine important events from the birth of our Lord
Fesus Christ to His glorious second coming.

GEVARGIS
M. THOMAS

he Syrian Orthodox Church

I has given the title “Queen
of Sacraments” to the Holy
Qurbono out of the seven holy
sacraments of the Church. While
attending the Holy Qurbono all our
five senses are involved in worship.
We see, hear, smell (incense), touch
(kiss of peace) and taste (partaking
the holy mysteries) during the
worship. The celebrant first enters
the altar and turns toward the laity
and with his hands outstretched he
asks the first shubgono. During this
shubqono, the celebrant asks for the
forgiveness and prayers of the peo-
ple for the Lord to accept his offer-
ing. The celebrant asks shubqgono a
total of three times before partaking
the Divine Mysteries. Before the
public celebration of the Divine Lit-
urgy the celebrant offers two sets of
preparatory prayers called Tuyobo
(Liturgy of preparation of the Altar).
The first preparatory order is the
Order of High Priest Melchizedek
(use of bread and wine) and the sec-

ond preparatory order is the Order
of Aaron (offering of incense). It is
important to note that if we wish
to give our names to be remem-
bered during the service or to give
the names for memorial service
([Janidé) it should be given before
the celebrant enters the altar. Dur-
ing the Tuyobo we observe that the
sanctuary is veiled, this symbolizes
the Old Testament era when Christ
was not yet revealed. The sanctuary
is always veiled when Christ is not
with us and the veil is only drawn
when Christ is with us.

The public celebration of the Holy
Qurbono reenacts nine important
events from the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ to His glorious second
coming. The public celebration
(Part One) of the Divine Liturgy
begins with Ma[]nitho of Patriarch
St. Severus (Nin Mathavu visud-
dhanmar...), at this moment the
sanctuary curtain is drawn, and
the celebrant censes the sanctuary.
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This symbolizes the birth of our Lord in Beth-
lehem. The celebrant represents Christ, the
High Priest, the mshamelyono (the deacon
holding the censer) who leads the procession,
with a candle, represents John the Baptist
and other acolytes holding candles and fan
(marwahto) represent the Apostles and disci-
ples of Christ. We observe the deacon hold-
ing the candle walk backwards during the
procession, this symbolizes John the Baptist
ending his ministry and handing it over to
our Lord Jesus Christ. After the Ma[|nitho we
chant the Trisagion. This is addressed only to
our God and Savior Jesus Christ. Following
the Trisagion, we have the scripture readings
appropriate for that day. The first reading is
from the Acts of the Apostles or a General
Epistle. The second reading is from St. Paul’s
Epistle. After reading the Epistles we have
reading from the Holy Gospel appropriate for
the day. In the early Church the sermon on
the Gospel reading of the day was given right
after the reading, but now it is customary
to be delivered after the liturgy concludes.
However, sermon on the Holy Gospel is an
indispensable part of the Divine Liturgy.
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The prayer of atonement (Husoyo) reflects
on themes such as Christ’s incarnation,
redemptive passion, etc. The celebrant re-
cites the Proemion appropriate for the day
followed by the general absolution prayer
(usually only said during the Holy Qurbono)
and Sedro appropriate for the day. During
the Proemion the celebrant places incense in
the censer and the mshamelyono censes the
altar, the celebrant, others in the sanctuary
and the people. The blessing of the censer is
the next important event we witness during
the service. This symbolizes the baptism of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Prayers during the
blessing of the censer confess faith in Holy
Trinity. The four chains of the censer, held by
the celebrant during the blessing, symbolize
the Holy Trinity. Two chains are held together
as the celebrant says, “Holy is the Holy son”
(Qadish bro Qadisho) to symbolize the divin-
ity and humanity of Christ. The Creed is then
recited while the deacon goes down to the
nave censing the people. According to the tra-
dition of the Church when the deacon censes
the people, the people who have not yet been
baptized and all non-believers are required to
leave the Church. The Creed is the confession



of faith proclaimed by the Fathers of the early
Church at the Synod of Nicaea. During the
recitation of the Creed the celebrant washes
his fingertips and after a silent prayer asks
for the second shubqono, the washing of
the fingertips symbolizes purification of sin
which makes the celebrant worthy to handle
the Divine Mysteries and offer the living
sacrifice. The celebrant then kneels before
the altar and prays for the remission of sins
and acceptance of his offering. He makes the
sign of cross with his right thumb on the altar
remembering the names of those for whom
special prayers have been requested, the
faithful people attending the service should
also remember the names they had given and
pray during this time.

The celebrant steps on the dargo (step) sym-
bolizing entering into the Holy of holies (Part
Two). This is followed by the kiss of peace.
During the prayer of unveiling of the Shushefo
the celebrant lifts up the shushefo and waves
it three times over the Divine Mysteries say-
ing a silent prayer. This symbolizes the Trans-
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figuration of our Lord Jesus Christ. Until this
moment the Holy Mysteries were veiled with
shushefo, only after the Transfiguration we
observe the paten and chalice on the altar.
The celebrant then gives first benediction
(rushmo) in the name of the Holy Trinity (also
referred to as Apostolic benediction). The next
major event that we observe in the service
is the Institution of the Holy Mysteries. We
should meditate the events that took place dur-
ing the Lord’s last supper at this instance. The
celebrant consecrates the Eucharist narrating
the words of our Lord Jesus Christ at the Last
Supper. The celebrant narrates the priestly
sacrifice our Lord accomplished in the upper
room. By tradition, the words of Institution
are said in Syriac. Then the celebrant tells the
prayer recalling our Lord’s command at the
Last Supper “.. do this in remembrance of Me
until I come” ([Jdamo dotheno), at this time
the spoon and cushion are raised together
and lowered in a flash, reminding the faith-
ful of the Lord’s second coming which will
happen like a flash of lightning. The celebrant
then invokes the descent of the Holy Spirit
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(Epiclesis) by hovering his hands over the
Mysteries. The celebrant then recites a prayer
similar to prophet Elijah’s prayer (“Karthave
ennodutharamarulaname...”’), after which
the celebrant flutters his right hand over the
paten and chalice separately, symbolizing the
hovering of the Holy Spirit. At this instance
the Holy Spirit perfects the bread as the Holy
Body of our Lord and the mixture of wine and
water as the Holy Blood of our Lord.

Canons of the Book of Life (Diptychs or
Tubdén, Part Three) is recited by a deacon
standing behind slightly to the left of the cel-
ebrant, facing the altar. A total of six Canons
are read. The first is the Canon of the Living
Church Fathers. The second is the Canon
of the faithful brethren, during this time we
should remember the names of the people
we had given for the special remembrance.
The third is the Canon of the secular rulers.
The fourth is the Canon of the Mother of God
and the Saints. The fifth is the Canon of the
Fathers and Teachers of the Church who have
fallen asleep in Christ. The sixth is the Canon
of the Faithful Departed, during this time we
should remember the names of the faithful
departed we have given for remembrance
during the Divine Liturgy. The first three
Canons are recited for the living, while the
last three Canons are recited for those fallen
asleep in Christ. Following the reading of the
Canons we should remember the redemptive
passion, death, burial and resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ, when the earth was
engulfed in darkness. The celebrant gives the
second benediction in the name of only our
Lord Jesus Christ because at this instance
we remember how Jesus Christ pacified the
mourning women while carrying His Cross.
During the Fraction the sanctuary is veiled.
We should stand in reverence at this solemn
occasion. When the celebrant raises the bread
to declare the resurrection of our Lord from
the Tomb, a bell is rung.

The veil is drawn, and we recite the Lord’s
Prayer (Part Four). The celebrant then gives
the third benediction before the elevation of
the Divine Mysteries. The elevation of the
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Divine Mysteries symbolizes the ascension
of our Lord Jesus Christ into heaven. Im-
mediately following that we remember the
Holy Pentecost when the celebrant recites
“The One Holy Father is with us, ... The One
Holy Son is with us, ... The One Holy Spirit
is with us, ..”. After placing the paten and
the chalice on the tablitho and covering the
Holy Mysteries, the celebrant descends from
the dargo and burns incense in the censer.
The celebrant then asks the third shubqono
before partaking the Divine Mysteries during
which the sanctuary is veiled. The veiling of
the sanctuary symbolizes this age in which
the Church awaits the second coming of our
Lord.

The Procession of the Holy Mysteries sym-
bolizes the second coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ from the east. The sanctuary is un-
veiled, and the celebrant turns to his left and
descends from the altar step with the paten
and chalice. The unveiling of the sanctuary, at
this moment, symbolizes the second coming
and the day of judgement. The deacons and
acolytes accompany the celebrant in the
procession with lit candles and fans sym-
bolizing the tumultuous second coming of
the Lord with trumpets accompanied by the
angels. The celebrant finally turns to his left
and returns to the altar and places the Holy
Mysteries on the altar.

A prayer of thanksgiving (Part Five) is said be-
fore the conclusion (Hutomo). The celebrant
chants the concluding hymn appropriate for
the day. Following the Hutomo, the celebrant
turns to the faithful and blesses the congrega-
tion. The faithful usually partakes the Divine
Mysteries after the dismissal benediction, but
in the early Church the Holy Communion was
given to the faithful during the procession of
the Holy Mysteries. The Holy Eucharist binds
us with the Lord, forgives our sins, raises us
from death, and grants us eternal life.

Reference
“SERVICE BOOK OF THE HOLY QURBONO
According to the Rite of the Syriac Orthodox
Church” New Jersey, USA: Liturgy Publica-
tions, 2017
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The Person and work of Christ

Oriental Orthodox Faith

Stnce the believers belonged to various philosophical, linguistic, cultural ,geographic and religious

backgrounds they understood the biblical statements differently and there came up controversies about
the definition on the Person and Work of Christ.

VERY REV. DR.
JOSEPH ZACHARIAH
MARAMKANDAM

ome Introductory Remarks
SOriental Orthodox Churches

are also known as Non Chal-
cedonian Churches. They were also
called by other churches as Mono-
physite Churches. Syrian Orthodox
Church, Coptic Church, Ethiopian
Orthodox Church, Armenian Or-
thodox Church, Indian Orthodox
Church and Eritrean Orthodox
Church belong to this group. They
have a unique way of expressing
their faith about the Person and
Work of Christ.

Both these topics (“The Person” and
“The Work”) are integrally related
to each other. The doctrine of the
Person of Christ evolved in relation
to the work and his person has
appropriated attributes to fulfill his
mission.

The primary source for anyone
these days to know about Christ
and his work is the Bible. But it has
to be born in mind that the aural
traditions and apostolic teachings
are the sources for the various bib-
lical presentations and the resultant
faith formations. On the basis of the
biblical presentation the believing
community believed that Christ is
Perfect God, Perfect Human, Mes-

siah, Logos, Prophet, High Priest,
King, Savior, etc. These formula-
tions evolved different perspectives
and developed fundamental differ-
ence in almost every point.

Later Controversies

Since the believers belonged to
various philosophical, linguistic,
cultural ,geographic and religious
backgrounds they understood the
biblical statements differently and
there came up controversies about
the definition on the Person and
Work of Christ. The fathers of the
second, third and fourth centuries
had to really struggle a lot to ade-
quately defend the biblically stated
faith formulations. Before looking at
those controversies let us just take
note of the two parallel but oppos-
ing theological trends of that period.

Two major centers of theological
study and discussion were Alex-
andrian School and Antiochian
School. The first one was generally
with allegiance to platonic mystic
philosophical influence focusing on
the transcendence of God and in-
troducing the thought of logos sarx
(word - flesh) Christology and the
Antiochian school was influenced
by Aristotilian rational humanis-
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tic philosophy which paved way for logos
anthropos (word- human) christology. Both
schools had their specific ways of approach-
ing theological issues.

In this back ground several types of contro-
versies arose.

The major one was Arianism.

Arius said that the S on is subordinate to the
Father. There was a time when the Son was
not. So the Son is created. This argument is
against the accepted faith and so a Council
was summoned in Nicea in 325 AD to decide
on this and the Nicene Creed is the answer.
Arianism was declared a heresy and Arius
was excommunicated.

Apollinarianism

Apollinarius believed in a three tier anthro-
pology ie human consists of body, mind and
soul .He tried to create an easy formula for
the Union of Human and Divine by inserting
the Logos as soul of the Human in Christ.
This was not acceptable and Apollinarius was
condemned as heretic.

Eutychianism
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Eutyches was an old monk who favored the
Alexandrian school. He is alleged to have said
“ ...after the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ I
worship one nature, namely that of God made
flesh and become man.” He vigorously repu-
diated the suggestion of two natures in the
incarnate. It is unscriptural and against the
teaching of the fathers. He is born of the Vir-
gin and was at once perfect God and Perfect
Human. He denied having said that His flesh
came from heaven, but hesitated to say that
He was consubstatial with us. Eutyches was
condemned as heretic.

Nestorianism

Nestorius was the Patriarch of Constantino-
ple since April 428.He was an Antiochene
in Christological allegiance. He was deeply
influenced by the teachings of Theodore of
Mopsuestia. He questioned the propriety
of calling blessed virgin Mary Theotokos
(Mother of God) . Instead he favored an-
thropotokos (mother of man). The argument
behind this is the contention that mother
Mary gave birth to Jesus , a man not God.
The contention received a lot of support in
Constantinopolitan Patriarchate. However
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72023 106



the Alexandrian Patriarchate , Antiochian Pa-
triarchate and the Roman Pope were against
it and Nestore and his position were declared
heretic. But this gave rise to another dispute
regarding the person of Christ. The existing
faith is that Jesus Christ is perfect God and
perfect human . This dispute was about the
coexistence of the two natures in one person
Jesus Christ. One argument was that the two
natures, divinity and humanity existed side
by side in the person of Jesus Christ with
out mixing, confusion, addition or reduction.
There were two natures before coming to-
gether and they continue as two natures after
the coming together. This argument was led
by the Pope of Rome and supported by East-
erners of the Constantinoplitan patriarchate.
This position was later known as dyophysites
(meaning two natures).

The counter argument was : Jesus Christ is
perfect God and perfect human. He is from
these two natures but after their union there
is only one nature which is the “one incarnate
nature of Word of God”(mia physis tou theou
logou sesarkomene)

This formula was designed by St.Cyril of Al-
exandria. This position was also explained as
“hypostatic union” by St.Cyril. This position
was later called as monophysites (meaning
one nature.). The Oriental Orthodox Churches
hold on to this position.

Salient Points of this position:

Jesus Christ is Perfect God and Perfect Hu-
man. He is from two natures. Humanity and
Divinity. These natures were different. Im-
passable and also passable. With the union
there occurred no change, mixture, or con-
fusion. No reduction or addition to both the
natures. Neither humanity was swallowed by
divinity nor divinity changed in to passable
humanity.

The union was hypostatic.- The humanity
of Jesus acquires hypostatic status only in
and through the union with divinity which

7 SOUVENIR
/023

happens in the womb of virgin Mary . Virgin
Mary gives birth to God-Man Jesus Christ.
That is why we designate her as Mother of
God. The words and deeds of Jesus Christ
cannot be attributed to the two natures but to
the one incarnate nature.

Why mia physis (one nature) ?

This leads us to our soteriological concept.
Of course all the biblical images of Christ and
His work and the salvation effected through
Christ, are made use of by us in our liturgi-
cal expressions. But there is a trinitarian
emphasis aimed at projecting the trinitarian
involvement. Understanding the “Oneness”
in “Trinity while being three as mutual
inclusiveness (perichoresis) is essential to
understand the mystery of incarnation also.
According to St.Cyril, self emptying (keno-
sis)really happens only if Son unites with
humanity and takes up humanity as His
own and consequently the impassible God
suffers and dies on the cross in flesh which
was made his own. Only such an incarnation
can work out salvation. It has to be noted that
even this self emptying is to be understood
as revelation of divine nature in a different
perspective where God does not loose any
of the divine but revealing the capability of
giving without loosing. Secondly , our most
favored theory of atonement is deification
(deification of humanity). “ Christ honored
humanity, which he had taken up and ele-
vated it into his divine substance. Thus the
idea of redemption and salvation demands
the deification of Christ’s human nature.”

Conclusion

It may please be understood that the insist-
ence of the Oriental Orthodox Churches on
this Christological position is due to their
specific understanding of the work of Christ
and their idea of salvation through Christ.
This has also reference to the mystery of
Trinity and Incarnation which they carry
forward to their liturgical expressions also.
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JULIE VINU

Secretary

Deas, beloved in Chist.
He built his sanctuany like the high heavens, like the eanth, which he has founded
foxeven, (Psalms 7%:69).

Thank you, Lowd, fox allowing me to wswite a few wonds fon this Souvenis,
commemonating the Holy Moowon Consecuation and oun chunch’s 20 yeans of
existence, in my nole as Secwnetany of St. Petew’s Jacobite Synian Onthodox
Cheistian Chusch.

When | joined this chunch in 2007, | got to know a gnoup of lovely people who
wene dueaming of building oun, own chusnch. Gradually that dweam become the
dneam of all the membens who joined ous, Chuwch.

With the help of ouy, Chunch wmembesns and numesnous othes, people’s financial,
emotional, and physical assistance, this goal was fulfilled on 2%th Novembes, 2020. |
would (ike to take this occasion to express my heant felt gnatitude to ous, Spinitual
Fathews, Deacown, Altan, Assistants, Cunnent and Pwevious Executive Committee
membess, Founding Membesns of this Chunch, Building Committee, Consecnation
Committee, Ous, Spinitual wings the Youth Association, Mantha Masiyam Vanitha
Sama jam, Sunday School and Chunch Chois, and each and eveny membes, of ous,
Chunch (past and puesent) who stood as the stnong pillans of oun Chunch oves,
the past 20 yeaws.

The Chunch nepnesents Heaven on Eanth and intnoduces God's penspective into
society. We wene all present fox, the joyous occasion of ous, chusch’s Holy Mooson
Consecnation this yean (20/05/2023). Ous, chunch is wow the holy communion place
whese God and his people meet, vot just @ styuctune. While attending chusch
is an event, living out ous, faith is what it means to be the chunch. The way the
Lond establishes his Chunch is by dwelling in ousn, heants. Hence, when we clean
ous, Chuzch we should cleanse ouy, mind, when we deconate ous, Chunch, we should
deconate our, minds with humanity. Like Jesus washed the feet of his disciples we
should be weady to senve othens in the name of Lowd.

No mattes, how much money we invest in cneating this tangible chusch o% how
much we consides, ous, chunch’s futuse, evenything will be fox nothing it we don't
undesstand the taue meaning of the Bible vesse Romans 12:5 which says, “Though
we ane many, we ane one body in Union with Chaist, and we ane all joined to each
othes, as diffenent pants of one body™. We neves, consides, chopping off a body
past to solve a puoblem; instead, we wonk to find a solution. We should all keep
this Bible vense in mind wheneves, disputes o issues anise among us. John 3:30,
says “ He (God's natune) must increase but | (pride) must decnease”.

May God gnant oun, St. Petens family the ability to senve as an example fos,
the next genenation and teach them the twnue sigwificance of weceiving chusch
COMMUNION.

My sincese thanks to Dx. Sam Mathai and the editosial team who took the pain to
pontnay this Souvenis, in such a wondesful way.

With heant-felt gnatitude,
Secnetany
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MORTGAGES

Live your tomorrow,.. TODAT

Offering
Kiwi Saver
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